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\ beware OF False 
Prophets” 


- How We May Recognize False Teachers 
: And Preachers 


Rev, John B. Kenyon 
Altha, Florida 


“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.”—Matt. 


7 
Heaven 


By Dr. G. Beauchamp Vick 
Pastor Temple Baptist Church 
10100 Grand River, Detroit 4, Michigan 
With ‘the World’s Largest Sunday School 


4215. 


It is not an easy matter, es- 
pecially for immature Christians, 
to recognize false teaching and 
false teachers. Even mature Chris- 
tians have often been deceived. 
There ought to be some sound bib- 
jical standards whereby they can 
be detected and exposed. This’ ar- 
ticle is an endeavour to point out 
some of these standards so that 
these enemies of the faith may be 
unmasked. 

The Bible is not wanting in 
highly significant data concern- 
ing these modernistic chameleons. 
As a detective needs a description 
or picture of a criminal before 
he can successfully search for 
him, so we need to have the fin- 
gerprints and the “mug’”’ of the re- 
ligious criminal who would de- 
stroy souls and wreck the work 
of God. Let us observe, then, 
some of the facts and character- 
istics concerning them as revealed 
in the infallable Word of God. 


1. The Undercover Entrance 
and Deceit of Modernists 


These false teachers or preach- 
ers have come in privily (Gal. 2:4). 
i false brethren unawares 
brought in, who came in privily to 
Spy out our liberty which we have 
in Christ Jesus...” A gentleman 
will come in the front door, Only 
a crook will sneak in, But, because 
such men have sneaked in, it is 
not easy to spot them. They pass 
for one of us. A spy in the camp 
is harder to deal with than an out- 
side enemy. The modernist (inside 
the professing church) is more 
dangerous than the ranting infidel 
on the street corner or in the 
hired hall. These ‘‘tares,’ to the 
undiscerning, look very much like 
the true wheat. 


“But there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as 
there shall be FALSE TEACH- 
ERS among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought 
them, and bring upon themselves 
swift -destruction” (II Pet. 2:1). 


Privily here is the translation of 
pareisago which means to lead in 


(Continued on page 7) 


Rev. John B. Kenyon 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


The most stupendous thought 
that can occupy the mind of man 
is Heaven and how to go there. 
God has not left us to grope our 
uncertain way through a dark, 
starless night, with no light for 
our pathway and no guide for our 
faltering footsteps. We can shout 
with the sweet singer of Israel, 
“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my pathway.” 


Yes, the Bible has much to say 
concerning Heaven and life after 
death. In fact, the Word of God 
was written to show us how to go 
to Heaven. How true, then, are 
the inspired words, “If in this life 
only we have hope in Christ, we 
are of all men most miserable” 
(most to be pitied). 


In spite of that, most men are 
living in the opening words of that 
sentence—‘In this life only.” They 
plan for this life only. They work 
for this life only. They prepare for 
this life only. Oh, how true are the 
words of our Lord, “For what is 
a man profited, if he gain the 
whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?’”’ Therefore, 
my friend, you are making a fool 
bargain if you have prepared for 
“this life only.” 


The only certain thing about 
this life is death. “The boast of 
heraldry, the pomp of power, all 
that beauty, all that wealth ere 
gave awaits alike the inevitable 
hour, the paths of glory lead but 
to the grave.” 

Sometimes when we have to 
stand beside the open grave over 
the earthly remains of one who 
is the dearest and the nearest of 
all earthly companions to us, we 
cover that mound with a blanket 


-|of flowers and water those flow- |: 
-'ers with our tears. Sometimes in |: 
‘our loneliness our hearts re-echo |: 
‘the words of the Lord Jesus as| 
| He hung upon the cross, “My God, 


my God, why?” 


ae | Does Jesus care when my heart is pained 


Too deeply for mirth or song; 
As the burdens press, and the cares distress, 
And the way grows weary and long? 


Does Jesus care when my way is dark 
With a nameless dread and fear? 


As the daylight fades into deep night - 


shades, 
Does He-care enough to be near? 


E | Does Jesus care when I've tried and failed 


To resist some temptation strong; 


‘| When for my deep grief | find no relief, 


Though my tears flow all the night long? 


Does Jesus care when I've said good-by 

To the dearest on earth to me, 

When my sad heart aches ‘till it nearly 
breaks— 

Is it aught to Him? Does He care? 


Oh, yes, He cares; | know He cares, 

His heart is touched with my grief; 

When the days are weary, the long nights 
dreary, 

| know my. Saviour cares. 


Yes, my friends, we do have a 
Saviour who cares. “For we have 
not an high priest which cannot 
be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out sin.” The Lord Jesus Christ, 
when He was here, was called the 
“Man of sorrows, and acquainted 
with grief.” He has drained to the 
bitterest dregs the cup of every 
human sorrow, suffering and woe. 
Therefore, He is able to help us 
when all human help is in vain. 


There Is a Heaven 


Yes, there is a Heaven. The Bi- 
ble says so and all laws of logic 
demand it. Have you ever stopped 
to think that there is no instinct 
in animals, nor intuition given to 
man by the Creator that does not 
respond to a fact? Who taught the 
newborn kitten, even before its 
eyes are open, to seek nourish- 
ment at its mother’s breast? God 
the Creator placed that instinct 
in the kitten and that instinct re- 
sponds to a fact. It is a fact that 


(Continued on page 5) 
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1834-1892 
Pastor Metropolitan Tabernacle, London 


“O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, whom thou servest continually, 
able to deliver thee from the lions?”—Dan. 6:20. 


The empire of Babylonia and Chaldea passed into the 
hands of a new dynasty, and king Belshazzar was slain in a 
night-assault upon his capital. On that very night he had 
clothed Daniel in scarlet, and made him a prince of the realm. 


This was providential; for had 
Daniel been in obscurity, he would 
have been little likely to attract 
the notice of Darius: but observ- 
ing him in the palace, clothed in 
scarlet, Darius would naturally 
ask who he was, and inquire into 
his antecedents. The fame of his 
wisdom would be quickly told, and 
the fact of his having twice in- 
terpreted the dreams of Nebuchad- 
nezzar in former times, and of 
his having just then, with start- 
ling precision, foretold the down- 
fall of Belshazzar, and the cap- 
ture of the city by the Medes 
and Persians, would be eagerly 
related. 


Hence it is not at all surprising 
that Darius took great notice of 
Daniel, weighed his character, ob- 
served his conduct, and after a 
while exalted him to be prime 
minister of his realm. 

You see Daniel thus raised to 
the highest point of distinction 
and dignity and dominion; and 
forthwith his prosperity and his 
honors excite the envy of the cour- 
tiers. Full of sullen spite, brim- 
ming foes with jealousy, they 


gnashed their teeth at him. Presi- 
dents and princes conspired to- 
gether to cast him down with ca- 
lumnious accusations. 


We are wont to say that any 
stick will do to beat a dog with; 
and so they looked about for any 
charge with which they might as- 
sail him. I have no doubt they 
watched him constantly, waited 
eagerly for his halting, all the 
while basely flattering. the man 
they wanted to trip up. Can they 
discover a flaw in his accounts? 
Can they question the impartiality 
of his judgment? Can they detect 
a lack of loyalty in the adminis- 
tration of his government? Can 
they find fault with his private 
life? Nay; but is there nothing 
against him? 

Is Daniel such a foursquare man 
that he is more than a match for 
them? I can well believe that they 
hunted him here and there till 
their haughty faces grew haggard 
in the vain effort to find a cause 
of complaint, and that they set 


(Continued on page 9) 


VLet Us Get Fat! 


God Shows the Way to Have Water for the 
Thirsty, Dry Ground 
By the Editor 


“There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to 
poverty. The liberal soul shall be made fat: and he that 
watereth shall be watered also himself.’—Prov. 11:24, 25. 


Some years ago I was preaching 
daily for two weeks on_ Radio 
WMBI in Chicago. That was 1940. 
I had just written my book, Bible 
Facts About Heaven, and I felt a 
great urge to get it out. I asked 
one of my helpers in the office to 
help me to find some Scripture 
that would encourage my heart to 
offer to give free to every radio 
listener who would ask for it, a 
copy of the new book, Bible Facts 
About Heaven. She brought the 
Scripture quoted above, Proverbs 
11:24, 25. Verse 25 especially grip- 


--|ped my heart, and on that Scrip- 
-|ture I had faith enough to offer 


to every listener who would ask 
for it, a copy of this book, Bible 
Facts About Heaven, trusting the 


Lord to help me pay the printer. 
The Scripture 


promises, “The 


liberal soul shall be made fat: and 


‘he that watereth shall be watered 


also himself.” 


' 
; 
' 


| 


So on the radio I offered a 
copy of the pamphlet free, Orders 
began to come in by hundreds, and 


then by thousands. The radio de- 
partment of Moody Bible Institute 
turned the enormous flood of or- 
ders over to the Institute itself to 
mail all the free copies, since the 
radio did not have enough clerical 
help. 

I had had only 5,000 copies 
printed in the first printing. I 
rushed to the printer and urged 
him to hurry another 5,000 copies 
from the press. A total of more 
than 7,000 copies of this booklet 
went out absolutely free to people 
who heard me preaching those two 
weeks and requested it. I fur- 
nished the books free, and good 
Moody Bible Institute furnished 
the postage. 


I was astonished at the enor- 
mous response. I had expected to 
give away a few hundred copies. 
If I had given away 400 copies 
that would be worth $100. (I had 
expected to sell the book for 25c a 


(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE Re 


Friday, October 17, 1958 


THE 


eviror's NOTES. 


by John R. Rice 


Returning from Wayne, Michi- 


ern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
Then four days at Pittsburgh 
(Callender Church, Wilkinsburg, ) 
with the Greater Pittsburgh Evan- 
gelical Fellowship before I can re- 
turn to my office for work here. 


Next Week 16 Pages—More 


Advertising 
We are making a strenuous ef- 


gan, Tuesday night, I got to bed, fort to make THE SWORD OF THE 
a little before two o'clock Wednes- | Lorp self- supporting, although our 


dey morning, October 1. With two) subscription rate 


is lower than 


days at home, then I fly on Friday, other Christian magazines which 
October 3, to Murfreesboro, where} usually have a good deal less ma- 
I meet with the Board of Cum-| terial than THE Sworp has, God 


berwood Christian Retreat on the has 


Bill Rice Ranch. Dr. 
wr... Dr. 
Widner of Dallas, Texas, Mr. Ed. 


Whitley of Wilson, North Caro- 


lina, and I will meet with Bill and. 
Catherine to work out some plans_ 


for the conference grounds. Then. 


I will fly home, will get to bed) 
past midnight again,. will work 
Saturday, and leave Saturday 
night for Greenville, South Caro- 
lina. 

I have a very heavy schedule, 
and I earnestly covet the prayers 
of Christian friends for strength 
and wisdom and power. Oh, for a 
breath of Heaven as I preach and 
write! May God give wisdom for 
every letter, every article, every 
sermon. 

The problem of getting and us- 
ing just the right"material in THE 
SworD OF THE LORD is-a very ser- 
ious one. Praise the Lord for His 
help these twenty-four years! Will 
you join in daily prayer. for THE 
SworpD OF THE LORD and this un- 
worthy editor? 


Blessings at Wayne, Michigan 

Three blessed days God gave us 
at First Baptist Church of Wayne, 
Michigan, September 28-30, Sun- 
day through Tuesday night. On 
sunday I spoke three times. At 
the morning service there were 
some fourteen coming forward, a 
number of them coming to take 
Christ as Saviour. Sunday night 
there were twenty-five who came 
forward, mostly backsliders, peo- 
ple who came to confess that they 
had wandered in worldliness and 
sin and came to renounce their 
backsliding and rededicate their 
lives to Christ. 

On Monday Dr. Lee Roberson 
came, after flying all night to be 
with us the two days. We had six 
services daily, each of us speaking 
morning, afternoon, and night. A 
dozen churches officially co-oper- 
ated, and in each service there 
would be twenty or twenty-five 
preachers, I suppose. On Monday 
night the house was full. Tuesday 
night with it raining the house 
was jammed to the doors, and God 
was there in saving and trans- 
forming power. The First Baptist 
Church lacked 13 of having 800 
in Sunday School, is striving for 
1,000 next Sunday. 

Next*Sunday I begin with Tab- 
ernacle Baptist Church in Green- 
ville, South Carolina, for eight 
days. Then I go to Dayton, Ohio, 
with the Baptist Temple for a 
week of Sword conference with 
Dr. Bob Jones and Dr. Lee Rober- 
son helping. One great day will be 
with Dr, Tom Malone at Emman- 
uel Baptist Church and Midwest- 


wonderfully helped ‘THE 


Bob Jones,| Sworp, and next week we begin 
Lee Roberson, Mr. E. E./| 16 pages, in order to accommodate 


a number of full-page ads. This 
will continue for about five weeks, 
with a heavy advertising schedule. 
We are adding the extra pages 
so we can still carry the three 
full-length sermons and the other 
popular features which make 
THE SworpD OF THE Lorp America’s 
foremost revival weekly. You will 
be getting not only the full bless- 
ings of THE SworpD OF THE LORD 
reading material, but extra pages 
of ads. We believe this advertising 
will be a real help to readers of 
THE SworD OF THE LORD. We en- 
courage you to make inquiries, to 
write for samples, or to patronize 
these advertisers when they offer 
something you need. You will be 
doing us a real favor to read the 
advertisements and to make sure 
that these good companies, thor- 
oughly investigated, get the good 
business they deserve and-expect 
from their paid advertiséments in 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. Remem- 
ber, we are adding extra pages so 
you will continue to get all the 
fine features and blessed, heart- 
warming, life-changing spiritual 
help in THE Sworp to which you 
are accustomed, 


Will You Too Be a Partner 
to THE SWORD? 

Two-hundred sixty people have 
agreed to act as partners with 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, each one 
to send in a club of subscriptions 
at a rock-bottom rate. These clubs 
of subscriptions may be 10, 15, 25, 
20, 100, or more, any number not 
less than 10. If you will agree to 
send such a-club of subscriptions, 
not less than 10, by January l, 
you may send these subscriptions 
at the rock-bottom price of $2.00 
per year. That means that each 
subscriber would get 52 big issues 
of the paper, 150 sermons, for 
less than 4c a_week for Christian 
reading for the whole family! 
These subscriptions may be either 
new or renewal. You may pay for 
them yourself or show others sam- 
ple copies of THE SworpD and get 
them to subscribe. A happy way 
would be for you to offer to pay 
half of the subscription for friends 
and loved ones if they will pay 
the other half. It is proper to use 
God’s money for God’s cause, when 
the subscriptions are given in Je- 
sus’ name and under the leading 
of God’s Spirit. Write a letter or 
post card today and say, “I will 
undertake to send subscrip- 
tions (any number of 10 or more) 
by January 1 at the special club 
rate of $2.00 a year.” We will put 
your name in a special file, and 
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subscriptions may be sent one of 
two or more at a time at the 
special rate, provided you have 
agreed to send ten or more by 
January 1. 


Canadian and foreign subscrip- 
tions require 50c per year addi- 
tional which we pay for postage. 


Please help us, Two-hundred 
sixty people have agreed to send 
over four thousand subscriptions 
by January 1, and many of them 
are already in. Will you join too 
and help carry this load? Address 
THE SworpD OF THE LorRD, Box 420, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 


Why Not Have a Sword 
Sunday? | 

Pastors who believe in the min- 
istry of THE SWORD OF THE LorRD 
will do us a real service and will 
bring their churches great bless- 
ing if they will have a Sword Sun- 
day. That simply means you will 
take from three to five minutes 
to tell some of the blessings of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, pass out 
sample copies to every family, and 
give people a chance to subscribe 
at the rock-bottom club rate. If 
you will earnestly seek to get ten 
or more subscriptions, you may 
use this club plan, offer subscrip- 
tions in the United States at $2.00 
a year, But that means that you 
must agree to give a brief talk 
about THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
pass out sample copies, try to get 
subscriptions publicly in the 
church. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
will have a tremendous impact for 
good, for revival, for soul winning, 
for holy living, for family altars 
in your church, 

If you wish to have a Sword 
Sunday, please say how many 
sample copies of THE SWORD you 
will promise to get out, say that 
you will have a three-to-five min- 
ute talk on THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD in a principal Sunday service, 
and if you wish, ask for spéetial 
envelopes in which people may 
enclose their subscriptions. Tell 
us you will have a Sword Sunday, 
ask for the samples and envelopes 
you need, and rush your letter to 
THE SWORD OF THE LorD, Box 420, 
Wheaton, Illinois, 


Who Would You Rather 
Would Get It? 


Whatever you have accumulated 
by hard work, whether it is a lit- 
tle home or whether it involves 
stocks or bonds or a business or 
life insurance, who would you 
rather would get what you have 
when you die? Usually the chil- 
dren in the family will be already 
well set up and able to take care 
of themselves before the father 
and mother die. Often there is 
misunderstanding and ill feeling 
over the distribution of proper- 
ty to relatives or children. 


Would you rather your money 
would go largely in taxes to the 
government? 


Would it not be best in many 
cases if you would put THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD in your will and let 
whatever possessions you have be 
used in getting out the Gospel 
after your death? 


Or it might be better to make 
as generous a gift as you can now 
to THE SworpD, help in our “Invest- 
ment Evangelism” project, and 
thus get the money to work for 
the Lord now when you can en- 
joy some of the blessed spiritual 
privileges of getting out the Gos- 
pel with your means, 


Money that is given to this 
sacred cause before January 1 may 


be deducted from the year’s tax- 


able income. We pray that many 
hundreds, even thousands of peo- 
ple, will join in the joyful effort 
to pay up long-ferm loans and 
give THE SworD a working capital 
which it needs now to put it on 
a sound economic basis for its 
future work. Will you help now? 
Address THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
with your gift for “Investment 
Evangelism.” A receipt will be 
sent for every gift, along with our 
grateful thanks, 
more for our twenty-fourth birth- 
day will entitle you to a large 
8 x 10 inch gold and brown certifi- 
cate suitable for framing. And God 
bless every one who gives in Jesus’ 
name, 


Short Paragraphs 
Remember the Sword Evange- 
listic Sermon contest closes Dec. 
1. Have your original, unpublished, 
typewritten, double-spaced sermon, 


addressed to the unsaved, in our. 


hands by Dec, 1. 


Gifts of $24 or 


Qecolken 


INCIDENTS 
I ond 


Mustrotions| 


Evangelist , L, Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


Violence on TV 


Radio and TV editor Hal Hum- | — 


phrey recently used his column to 


go to the “defense” of TV’s “Mike |  — 
Hammer” series. He said, “Several | 
critics have tagged it as the worst } — 

tele- 


piece of sadistic junk on 


Introducing 
Evangelist 
Bill Summerlin 


vision, and charged that it abounds | sail 


im murder, 
vice. These horrified critics talk 
and write as if they had made 
some monumental discovery, after 
seeing Mickey Spiilane’s’ knob- 
headed character charging across 
their T'V screens.” 

His defense took the following 
form: “What is all the shouting 
about? Charges of murder, may- 
hem and general violence do not 
distinguish ‘Mike Hammer’ from 
hundreds of other crime-sodden 
apples in the TV barrel. In fact, 
most of the.escapades indulged in 
by Mike are quite tame when 
viewed alongside some of the 
stuff I have seen on the home 
screen.” He went on to use the il- 
lustrations of Franchot Tone in a 
Playhouse 90 drama, “Bitter Her- 
itage’’; Jim Arness of “Gunsmoke” 
who got “kicked in the mouth by 
an adversary who had _ shackled 
him to a wagon wheel” and in a 
later episode “himself polished off 
a crook and part-time rapist with 
a pitch fork”; and the “Decoy” 
series which stars Beverly Gar- 
land. 

Humphrey added, “I could go on 
ad infinitum and nauseam with 
examples of TV’s penchant for ter- 
ror and brutality. Five or six years 
ago the introduction of Spillane’s 
Mike Hammer on TV might have 
caused the same furor among 
viewers as he seems to be caus- 
ing among some critics. Now the 
airwaves are so surfeited with this 
type of thing, the average viewer 
barely raises an eyebrow at this 
latest example. 


“For some warped reason net- 
works and sponsors seem to think 
that violence is good for us, or sells 
products, or has other beneficial 
Crnecw . i. 

His concluding paragraph was: 
“The problem is how to tout the 
kiddies off the violence being 
thrown at them. Unfortunately, 
TV doesn’t seem to-be too much 
interested in doing that.” 

I am constantly amazed that 
so many Christians can be so op- 
posed to the movies down on the 
corner and yet so sympathetically 
in defense of the movies in the 
parlor! The wolf is no more suited 
for our children—nor one whit less 
dangerous—dressed in the clothes 
of Little Red Ridinghood’s grand- 
mother than growling through the 
forest minus the disguise. Tragic- 
ally, the disguise seems to be 
fooling multitudes and_ blinding 
them to the potential danger. 

* 4 ae 


The ‘‘Luckiest People’’ of 1957 


Some time ago the American 
Weekly published an article giv- 
ing a list of about sixteen people 
whom they called “luckiest” of the 
year. The first tvas the young 
wife of an airman stationed in 
Texas. They called her the luck- 
iest because she had been “kid- 
naped, fondled and kissed by a 
criminal.” That in itself would 
not be very fortunate, but a few 
months previously she had _ been 
blinded in an automobile accident. 
After the four hours of horror in 
the hands of the kidnaper,’ she 
discovered that she could see 
again. Her blindness had been psy- 
chological and the kidnaping, much 
more violent than. any treatment 
she had received, shocked her out 
of it. 


Next, the article listed a Balti- 


more lady who had bought a dingy 


Pittsburgh Area Christians, hear 
Dr. Bob Jones, Sr. and Evangelist 
John R. Rice at Callender Church, 
754 Ross Ave., Wilkensburg, Pa., 
Oct. 20-24, sponsored by the Great- 


er Pittsburgh Evangelical Fellow-| 


ship. 


mayhem and assorted } 


By the Editor 


Above is pictured Evangelist W, 
E. (Bill) Summerlin, of 804 Johns« 
ton Drive, Anniston, Alabama. We 
have known Brother Summerlin 
for some years. He studied in 
Moody Bible Institute in 1938, ’39, 
and ’40. He is an out-and-out Bi- 
ble-believing Baptist, is in fellow« 
ship with the Tennessee Temple 
Schools at Chattanooga, and with 
THE SworRD OF THE LorD. I havea 
not heard him preach, but I bes 
lieve he is sound in doctrine, fer- 
vent in Spirit, and I believe that 
God will bless his ministry greats 
ly. We hope brethren in his area 
will use him widely. 


The measure of your character is in what 
it takes to stop you—Dr. Bob Jones, Sr, 


painting for a dollar at her sister’s 
curio shop. After sending it to an 
art gallery for cleaning and fram- 
ing, an excited expert discovered 
it to be an original by Winslow 
Homer and valued at $10,000, The 
third on the list was a Cleveland 
clerk who received a telegram ins 
forming him that a grandmother 
he had never Known, living in far« 
away Sweden, had died leaving 
him two million dollars. 

Two men who were knocked off 
a beam twenty-one stories abova 
the ground in New York—and 
lived to tell about it—were tha 
next on the list. Next, the article 
listed a family who were thrown 
from their automobile when caught 
in a cloudburst, yet were miracu< 


jlously swept through a culvert— 


the only possible exit from tha 
raging whirlpool—to safety. Fol< 
lowing that were four children 
who had experiences falling into 
wells or being wedged behind 
buildings, yet lived. 

After them was a California 
lady who thought she was an ors 
phan, yet discovered that her sep< 
aration from her parents as a 
baby was through an accident at 
a fire, then was reunited with her 
mother and father, The final cous 
ple on the list was a husband and 
wife who managed to get through 
snarled legal red tape in time ta 
have their child born in America, 

Of course I do not know any- 
thing about the spiritual rela« 
tionship of any of the people in 
the article. I do know this, hows 
ever, that any person who found 
Jesus Christ as his personal Sav< 
iour in 1957 was far more fortun< 
ate than any of those named wha 
do not know Him. The so-called 
“luck” they experienced was only 
a temporal thing which soon will 
pass away into the limbo of for- 
gotten insignificance. Those who 
found Christ as their personal Sav- 
iour received eternal blessing and 
eternal inheritance which can nev- 
er fail or end. 


Do you have the blessing of sal< 
vation? If not, it is available free 
for all who want it. Yes, “the 
wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life through Je- 
sus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 


* HK * 
“These are married, and no man 
shall part .. 


Dust on the Bible and drought in 
the heart.” 
* * x 
Evangelist Sumner can be seen and heard? 


Thru October 19: 
Penfield Junction Baptist Charch 
Lorain, Ohio 

Oct. 21-Nov. 2: 


The Church of the Open Door 
Cannon et Moore Street 
Greenville, Mississippi 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Three 


Dear Nieces and Nephews: 

What do you suppose the angels 
of God do all the time? 

Maybe you thought angels just 
stayed up in Heaven all the time 
and sang,pretty songs and played 
harps but didn’t do much of any- 
thing. The Bible tells us that an- 
gels are “ministering spirits” who 
are sent out to minister or to take 
care of God’s children (see Heb. 
1:14). And over in the book of 
Psalms, David says, “The angel 
of the Lord. encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and 
delivereth them” ‘(Ps. 34:7). So 
you see, angels are sent by God 
to take care of those who love 
and trust Him. 

This week I have a wonderful 
true story for you. It tells how a 
missionary and his wife were saved 
from being killed by wicked men 
because the angels of God sur- 
rounded their house and protected 
them. I think you will like it. 


God’s Watchmen 


When Missionary Von Asselt, a 
Rhenish missionary [from the 
region of the Rhine River in Eu- 
rope| first went to Sumatra in 
1826, he found the natives near 
the coast savage and cruel. Twenty 
years before, two missionaries who 
had come to them with the Gos- 
pel had been killed and eaten. 
Missionary Von Asselt and _ his 
wife were very lonely at first. 
They could ‘not understand the 
language of the natives, but they 
did understand their hostile looks 
and gestures. They felt that they 
were surrounded by the power of 
darkness. Often in the night they 
had to get up and read the Word 
of God and pray to find relief from 
their fears. 


After two years they moved sev- 
eral hours’ journey inland to a 
tribe which was somewhat civil- 
ized and more friendly. There they 
built a little house and life became 
a little more easy and cheerful. 
They had been in the new place 


a few months when a man from 
the hostile district came to talk 
to them. After he-had chatted for 
a while with the missionaries, the 
man asked, ‘Teacher, I have a re- 
quest, I want to have a look at 
your watchmen close at hand.” 


“What watchmen do you mean? 
I do not have any,” said the mis- 
sionary. 

“I mean the watchmen whom 
you put around your house at 
night to protect you.” 

“But, I have no watchmen,” the 
missionary said again. “I only have 
a boy and a cook who help me. 
They would make poor watch- 
men,” 

The man from the hostile tribe 
looked at the missionary unbeliev- 
ingly. He said, “Do not try to 
make me believe otherwise, for I 
know better. May I look through 
your house to see if they are hid- 
den there?” 

“Certainly,” said the mission- 
ary. “Look through it, but you 
will not find any watchmen.” 

So the man went in and searched 
every corner of the little house. 
Then he came out, very much 
disappointed. 

“Now,” said the missionary, “I 
have a request. I want you to tell 
me about the watchmen around 
my house.” 

Then the native from the hos- 
tile tribe told this story. “‘When 
you first came to us, we were very 
angry with you. We did not want 
you to live among us. We did not 
trust you. We decided to kill you 
and your wife. Night after night 
we went to your house to kill 
you, but when we came near the 
house there always stood close 
around it a double row of watch- 
men with shining weapons. We 
did not dare to attack them to get 
into your house. We were not 
willing to give up our plan to kill 
you. So, we hired an assassin to 
do it for us. He laughed at us 
and said, ‘I fear no God or devil. 


An Angel Watches Over Bob and Carol on Their Way to School, 
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I will get through those watch- 
men easily.’ So one evening he 
marched ahead of us, swinging his 
weapon over his head. When we 
neared your house, we let him go 
on alone while we remained be- 
hind, Soon he came running back 
and said, ‘I dare not risk going 
through alone. There are two 
rows of big strong men standing 
close together and their weapons 
shine like fire.’ Then we gave up 
the plan to kill you. Tell me, 
where are these watchmen?” 
The missionary told the native 
that neither he nor his wife had 
ever seen the watchmen. Then he 
got his Bible. Holding it open be- 
fore the native, he said, “This book 
is the Word of our great God. In 
this book He promises to guard 
and defend us. We believe this 
book. We do not have to see the 
watchmen which God places 
around us. We know He is pro- 
tecting us. But God has shown 
you the watchmen in order that 
you may learn to believe that He 
is the great and true God who 


watches over and protects His 
children.”’ 


(Reprinted by permission from 
1001 Stories for Children and 
Children’s Workers by Alice M. 
Knight, Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co.) 


You Have an Angel, Too! 

Although you may never see 
that angel, the Lord Jesus said 
that all His children have angels. 
If you have asked. Jesus to forgive 
your sins and depended on Him 
to save you and make you His 
child, then there is an angel look- 
ing after you. 

Jesus has a special love and con- 
cern for all those “little ones’? who 
are trusting in Him, He gave a 
stern warning that no one should 
ever cause one of His “little ones’’ 
to stumble; no one should ever 
despise or be mean to one of His 
children. Jesus said in Matthew 
18:10, “Take heed that ye despise 
not one of these little ones; for 
I say unto you, That in heaven 
their angels do always behold the 
face of my Father which is in 
heaven.” 

If you are one of God’s chil- 
dren, then up in Heaven your an- 
gel can always talk to the Heaven- 
ly Father about you and see that 
you are taken care of. Can’t you 
just imagine some angel looking 
into the face of the Heavenly 
Father and saying, ‘Father, there 
is a little girl down there who be- 
longs to you. She has been sick 
for a long time. I would like to 
watch after her and take care of 
her so she won't need to be 
afraid.” Maybe some angel says, 
“Lord, won’t you take care of this 
boy John down on earth. He is in 
a dangerous place right now. Let 
me keep him from getting hurt.” 

This thought was a real comfort 
to me, and I hope that it will be 
to you, too. Each of us is some- 
times afraid. Each of you young 
people has problems and difficul- 
ties. Next time you are afraid or 
troubled, remember that if you 
have trusted Christ, you are one 
of God’s own children. You have 
angels caring for you. So stand 
straight and tall, hold your head 
up, and trust the dear Lord who 
sends angels to protect His chil- 
dren. 

MEMORY WORK: “The angel 
of the Lord encampeth round 
about them that fear him, and de- 
livereth them” (Ps, 34:7). 


Coloring Contest—9 Prizes! 


This week we are having a col- 
oring contest. Our artist has drawn 
a picture of an angel who is tak- 
ing care of Bob and his sister 
Carol on their way to school, Get 
your crayons out and carefully 
color this picture. You will enjoy 
coloring the clothing of Bob and 
Carol in some bright colors. Of 
course the grass will be green 
(you might use several different 
shades of green for the trees in 
the background and the grass). 
You will probably want to leave 
the angel in white. : 

Your picture will be judged ac- 
cording to the age group you are 
in, so you have a fair chance of 
winning one of the prize _ books. 
Please be sure to put your age 
on the entry coupon. Your entries 
will be divided into one of these 
three classifications. (1) Beginner- 
Primary, ages 4-8; (2) Junior, 
ages 9-11; (3) Senior, ages 12-15. 
We will give prizes for the three 
best pictures within each age 
group—a total of nine prizes! Win- 
ners will receive the exciting sea 


“False Prophets . . . Who 
Privily Shall Bring in 
Damnable Heresies” 


By the 


In IL Peter 2:1 we are solemnly 
warned, “But there were false 
prophets also among the people, 
even as there shall be false teach- 
ers among you, who privily shall 
bring in damnable heresies, even 
denying the Lord that bought 
them and bring upon themselves 
swift destruction.” Then in verse 
three we are told of these false 
prophets, “And through covetous- 
ness shall they with feigned words 
make merchandise of you.” 


Notice that these false proph- 
ets will come in “privily.” Their 
words will be “feigned words.” 

Before me is a copy of the mag- 
azine, The Voice of Prophecy 
News, the monthly report and or- 
gan of “The Voice of Prophecy” 
radio broadcast. Although “The 
Voice of Prophecy” is the official 
broadcast of the Seventh-Day Ad- 
ventist denomination, and this 
monthly magazine has been pub- 
lished for sixteen years, there is 
not a hint of this in the maga- 
zine anywhere. It appeals _ for 
funds for “The Voice of Proph- 
ecy’’; the magazine is “printed and 
published by The Voice of Proph- 
ecy.” It tries to get people to take, 
free, six courses of Bible lessons 
in English, two in Spanish, all of 
them official propaganda of the 
Seventh-Day Adventist group, and 
yet not a hint of the source of the 
magazine, the broadcast, the Bi- 
ble lessons, is given here! 


Why do these people not plainly 
say that they are Seventh-Day 
Adventists, that they go by the 
Bible AND the writings of Mrs. 
White, which they regard as in- 
spired like the Bible. Why do they 
not plainly say that they teach 
that none are saved but Seventh- 
Day Adventists, and that anyone 
who goes to church on Sunday and 
rests on Sunday takes the mark 
of the Beast and is damned? Sup- 
pose that théy honestly believe all 
these things are true—would it not 


story, The Crew of the Dolphin, 


and will have their names pub-' 


lished in ‘‘Kid’s Korner.” 

Your picture must be in the 
mail by Monday, October 27, in 
order to qualify. So carefully color 
the picture, fill out the coupon, 


and mail to Aunt Joy, Kid’s Kor- | 


ner, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Editor 


— 


be honest to say so? If they think 
their denomination is right in 
their insisténce on keeping much 
of the ceremonial law, would it not 
be honest to say so and to name 
themselves? Why do they use 
“feigned words’? Why do they 
bring in their teachings “privily,” 
and not openly? 

I have just had a letter from 
a good woman who tells about a 
Bible story book for children. And 
the only key that it is Seventh- 
Day Adventist propaganda is that 
it is published by the Review and 
Herald Publishing Association, Of 
course, we tell her that the book 
is not reliable. 

Beware of false teachers who 
come with feigned words and come 
in privily with their “damnable 
heresies,” as the Bible calls them, 


Os 


uccess and 
He Doesn't 
Drink 


Van Cliburn, the 23-year old 
Texan, winner of Moscow's Inter- 
national Tschaikowsky Piano Com- 
petition is, according to Time 
magazine, deeply religious and a 
conscientious teetotaler, He is a 
twice-over tither; i.e., he gives 
20% of his net earnings to the 
3aptist church. During Evangelist 
Billy Graham’s Manhattan crusade 
last year, Van sang in the Madison 
Square Garden choir alongside 
Ethel Waters. He once skipped 
a $500 concert date so that he 
could play for a church banquet in 
Paramus, N. J. Buffalo Philhar- 
monic Conductor Josef Krips re- 
calls the' time that Van came into 
his dressing room before a per~- 
formance and said, ‘‘Maestro, let 
us pray.” Krips, a Roman Catholic 
dropped to his knees with the 
pianist. Said Van: “God give us 
his grace and power to make 
good music together.” 

All of which, young people, 
would indicate that it is not neces- 
sary to follow the crowd who say 
“everybody's doing it,’ to be a 


' suecess!—National Voice. 


The world is in such a terrible 
condition: There isn’t anybody 
anywhere that knows what is go- 
ing to happen. Our Lord told us 
Christians to lay up for ourselves 
treasure in Heaven. The only in- 
vestments that we know are abso- 
lutely safe are the investments 
that we make in real, old-time, 
orthodox, Christian work. The 
world is headed toward a time of 
worldwide, religious apostasy. Men 
have a form of godliness and deny 
the power thereof. 

Bob Jones University still stands 
without compromise with modern- 
ists, neo-orthodox people, and com- 
promising “New Evangelicals.” We 
founded this school thirty-two 
years ago on a definite, funda- 
mental creed. We have never 
changed. We are sending educated 
people out to the ends of the 
earth to contend for the faith and 
at the same time to win souls to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of 
you folks are going to be surprised 
when you get to Heaven and find 
out what God has done through 
Bob Jones University. The figures 
we could give you are so startling 
we even hesitate to release them. 


— 


Now, you who have prayed for 
Bob Jones University and prayed 
for my son, the president, and his 
associates and have prayed for 
me as the founder have had a part 
in what God has been doing 
through this institution. We are 
asking you, during this school 
year, to pray for us as you have 
never prayed before. We are ask- 
ing all of you who believe in the 
things for which Bob Jones Uni- 
versity stands to make a financial 
investment of some amount to help 
us pay for the building now under 
construction. We want to give a 
testimony when the building is 
finished that it is paid for, and 
we will tell the world that God 
sent it to us. We also want you 
to keep your eyes open for the 
right kind of young people who 
can be trained for real Christian 
leadership. Now, you can have a 
part in the testimony. Please let 
us hear from you. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8. C, 


(Advertisement) 


a ‘ani waives li — 
* \ 4 - - 


Page Four 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


ough bees CRS PP Ty 


ereetureres: Fe 
+ p ¥ 
he ayo, 


Friday, October 17, 1958 


He Wants 


‘Christian. 


Kindness and Courtesy 


By the Editor 


Our neighbor, the radio evange- 
list, Rev. John D. Jess, in his lit- 
tle paper, The Radio Evangelist, 
published in Wheaton, has a front- 
page editorial with the heading, 
“It is Time for Some Old Fash- 
joned, New ‘Testament CHRIS- 
TIAN KINDNESS AND COUR- 
TESY.’: 

And in this ringing editorial on 
“Christian kindness and courtesy,”’ 
Brother Jess soundly’ trounces 
those who oppose yoking up with 
unbelievers, oppose having infidels 
lead in prayer, sending converts 
to Catholic, Seventh Day Adven- 
tist, Unity, and  modernistic 
churches, and who otherwise try 
to obey the plain Scriptures, “Be 
ye not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers” (II Cor. 6:14). 
He talks. strongly of “Christian 
kindness and courtesy” to us who 
insist on the plain command about 
unbelievers, ‘Receive him not into 
your house, neither bid him God 
speed: For he that biddeth him 
God speed is partaker of his evil 
deeds” (II John, verses 10, 11). 

Note the wonderful “Christian 
kindness and courtesy” used by 
Brother Jess toward those who try 
to be true to Christ and the Bible. 
He says we “impugn the char- 
acter of those we disagree with.” 


We “plant the seeds of ha- 
tred far and wide.’ He = says 
we “bite, kick and scratch.’ He 


speaks of “this embroilment.” He 
says, “GOD IS NOT IN THIS 
BATTLE.” (capitals are his own) 
He, in loving and tender words, ac- 
cuses us of “accusation, defama- 
tion, vilification and public ridi- 
cule.” He says we are guilty of 
“slanderous, carnal, dishonoring 
battle.” 

Perhaps Brother Jess’s. radio 
listeners are greatly impressed 
with his “Christian kindness and 
courtesy.’ But my, what names 
would our brother call us who 
stand for Christ and the Bible 
if he ever got unkind and dis- 
courteous! I hope he never does. 
If he should ever lose his ‘‘Chris- 
tian kindness and courtesy” and 
get really rough, what language 
would he have left to use! 

And what is it to which Broth- 
er Jess objects? And what is the 
problem which excites his ‘Chris- 
tian kindness and courtesy” so 
much? He states it very plainly 
and puts it in italics. He says, “‘As 
ridiculous as it sounds (and is!), 
Christian leaders are now at 
swords’ points over who shall sit 
under the sound of the Gospel.” 

There it is, as our brother him- 
self stated it and emphasized it. 
In effect he says that those of 
us who are against running with 
modernists do not really want 
them to hear the Gospel. In ef- 
fect he is saying the only issue 
is whether or not modernists shall 
be allowed to go to revivals! 

If we may speak without all the 
name-calling of our brother's 
“Christian kindness and courtesy,” 
we simply say that his statement 
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and snapless diaper . . . It's here, and 
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of the problem seems to us as 
“fishy” as his ‘‘Christian kindness 
and courtesy.” The great funda- 
mentalists of the past and the 
out-and-out fundamentalists of the 
present were preaching to great 
crowds of the general public, un- 
believers, drunkards, harlots, mod- 
ernists, Jews, atheists, etc., long 
before anyone supposed that you 
had to sell out the Gospel and 
yoke up with unbelievers to get 
a crowd. Who, of all the funda- 
mentalists, would discourage any 
one from attending revival serv- 
ices? Is that really the issue, 
Brother Jess? 

Brother Jess, would not people 
respect your sincerity more if you 
just plainly stated the issue and 
said that you favor running with 
modernists? All of us favor preach- 
ing to modernists and all other 
kinds of sinners, but we do not 
favor calling them Christians 
when they are not, nor letting 
them help control churches and 
revival campaigns. 

If a man has a good cause, eas- 
ily defended by the Bible, then he 
need not pervert the issue nor 
misrepresent it in any wise, And 
if one were willing to discuss 
things on a Bible basis instead of 
making a false issue and calling 
people names, one would not need 


}to resort to such startling accusa- 


tions and name-calling under the 
title of “Christian kindness and 
courtesy.” 

I am not a very good man nor 
a very good preacher, and I long 
to be better both as a Christian 
and as a preacher and editor. But 
my position and that of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD is so plainly 
stated, and has been so plainly stat- 
ed for twenty-four years, that we 
do not believe there is any ex- 
cuse for any honest person mis- 
understanding it. We are for the 
great fundamentals of the _his- 
toric Christian faith. We are 
against modernism and we Say so. 
Since the Bible commands us 
plainly not to yoke up with unbe- 
lievers, and to have no fellowship 
with the unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, we try to obey. 

We do not believe that anybody 
has to do wrong in order to preach 
the Gospel or have revivals. We 
do not believe that anybody is 
a friend of Jesus Christ who hates 
the Bible and trys to break down 
faith of people in the Bible, and 
we do not think that good Chris- 
tians ought to run with such peo- 
ple nor call them brothers. If mod- 
ernists are wrong, and they are, 
then nobody ought to encourage a 
man to stay a modernist, and no 
one ought to call a modernist a 
Christian brother, nor bid him 
Godspeed in his Christ-denying, Bi- 
ble-destroying teaching. One can 
love a drunkard and preach to a 
drunkard and try to win him with- 
out getting drunk with him, One 
can love a communist and pray 
for him and preach to him and try 
to win him without counting his 
communism good Americanism, 
which it is not. One can love a 
modernist and pray for a modern- 
ist and preach to him like any 
other wicked sinner (and he is 
one of the worst on earth) with- 
out calling him a Christian broth- 
er and thus endorsing his Christ- 
denying infidelity. 

It is not wrong to preach to sin- 
ners. It is wrong to yoke up with 
sinners and encourage their sin. 
It is not wrong to preach to a 
modernist. It is wrong to yoke up 
with modernists and encourage 
their unbelief. NO ONE EVER 
HOLDS A BETTER REVIVAL 
BY DOING WRONG TO GET A 
CROWD, OR BY DOING WRONG 
TO GET MONEY FOR HIS CAM- 
PAIGNS. 

It seems to me that the best 
“Christian kindness and courtesy” 
that anybody can have is just to 
be true to Christ and the Bible, 
without clouding the issues and 
slandering those who are trying to 
stand up for Jesus and the Word. 


The measure of your re- 
sponsibility is the measure of 
your opportunity.—Bob Jones, 
ok 
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REPORTS FROM AMERICA'S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


(NOTE: We are happy to publish honest 
renorte of blessed revivals from trustworthy 
evangelists and churches. Please give 
tXur. ocomtlStics, as Lar aS pOSsiDie, - CON- 
rern’- ~ canver-tans, rededication. additions, 
etc. We especially appreciate reports from 
pecot0is anu cnairmen of union campaigns.) 


EVANGELIST ARTHUR 
MUELLER of 1227 North Cleve- 
land Avenue, Fergus Falls, Min- 
nesota, has now surrendered him- 
self for the full-time work of evan- 
gelism. He spent four years as 
pastor of the Elim Lutheran 
Brethren Church in Floral Park, 
New York, is a graduate of the 
Lutheran Brethren Bible Seminary 
at Fergus Falls, Minnesota. 


The Lutheran Brethren group 
are fundamental in doctrine, and 
believe in a saved membership. 

Brother Mueller writes the edi- 
tor as follows: “Through the years 
I have remembered you in prayer. 
I must say in all honesty and for 
your encouragement and to Jesus’ 
glory that you have helped me 
remain true to the faith once de- 
livered to the saints. Often when 
I was most defeated and most dis- 
couraged, the paper came and 
through it a needed blessing from 
God. I knew after I was saved 
that I ought to prepare myself 
for more effective service to my 
Lord.” 


Our brother has a burden for 
souls and we trust God will use 
him greatly in the soul-winning 
work. 

* * * 

Approximately 60 churches 
(Evangelical and Fundamental) in 
Essex, Bergen, Hudson and Union 
Counties are banding together to 
see a rich harvest of souls during 
this Greater Newark Crusade for 
Christ with DR. HYMAN APPEL- 
MAN. 


The meetings are to be held in 
the almost 4,000 seat Mosque 
Theater, in downtown Newark, 
New Jersey, October 28 - Novem- 
ber 16. 

Bro. Don Henry, Crusade direc- 
tor, requests the readers to pray 
daily for the Crusade plans, the 
various committees and Dr. Appel- 
man, that God may truly send 
revival to Newark and the sur- 
rounding area. 

* * * 

BOB MANDERSON of Fallston, 
Maryland, was greatly used of the 
Lord in a recent Area Crusade 
for Christ at Quakertown, Penn- 
sylvania. The Crusade, conducted 
August 24 to September 7, was 
sponsored by eight churches of the 
community and surrounding area, 
according to Rev. E. L. Heiser, 
secretary of the Crusade. Many 
other congregations were repre- 
sented in the nightly gatherings, 
which numbered as high as 700 
on some occasiows. Music was un- 
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der direction of Ellis Zehr, Rock- 
ville, Indiana. The visible results 
of the Crusade were 43 first-time 
decisions for Christ, 35 reaffirma- 
tions of faith, and 88 covenants to 
consecrate all to Christ. The co- 
operating churches were blessed 
by a renewal of many of their 
members through the straightfor- 
ward preaching of God’s Word. 
ok ok 
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EVANGELIST TOM C. FAIR, 
3431 S. E. 36th Avenue, Portland 
2, Oregon, writes to report a good 
meeting in the Emmanuel Baptist 
Church of Dayton, Ohio, where 
Rev. Nile Fisher is pastor. This 
was Brother Fair’s second meeting 
in this church and the fourth 
meeting with this pastor. There 
was only one night with no con- 
versions. During the campaign 
there were 37 first-time decisions 
for salvation, 21 backsliders re- 
claimed, 11 who came for assur- 
ance of salvation, 25 for baptism 
and church membership, and 8 for 
family altar and tithing. 

* K * 

Rev. Roscoe M. Bailey, pastor 
of the First Baptist Church in Ak- 
ron, Colorado, reports a_ blessed 
meeting with EVANGELIST ED 
NELSON of Box 733, Longmont, 
Colorado. The Lord blessed the re- 
vival and the crowds increased un- 
til it became necessary to move to 
larger quarters from the church 
building. During the meeting there 
were 10 saved, 30 rededications to 
Christ, and 1 who pledged himself 
to full-time service. 

* Ss og 

EVANGELIST H. B. BARNETT 
of Waldron, Arkansas, held a two- 
week revival in the Columbia Bap- 
tist Tabernacle of Columbia, Iowa, 
where Rev. Bob Baker is pastor. 
During the meeting there were 13 
saved and 12. backsliders_ re- 
claimed. 

os * * 


EVANGELIST DEL FEHSEN- 
FELD, 6427 Wyandotte, Kansas 
City, Missouri, held a blessed re- 
vival in the First Baptist Church 
at Holland, Michigan, September 
3-14. Rev. Paul E. Rowgo, pastor, 
reports that there were 14 de- 
cisions for salvation, 4 who came 
for baptism, 9 for church member- 
ship, 1 for assurance of salvation, 
16 men who stood promising to 
establish family altars, and 35 
agreed to start tithing. 

x * * 

EVANGELIST BOB  PERS- 
SON, 339 Rice Drive, Beloit, Wis- 
consin, recently closed a meeting 
at the Bethel Baptist Church in 
Beloit, Wisconsin. During the 
meeting there were 9 first-time 
decisions for Christ, 5 came into 
the church by baptism, 4 by letter. 
Rev. Orval Byrd is pastor of this 
church which is only a few months 
old. 

» x ok 

EVANGELIST TOM BERRY, 16 
School Street, Brownsburg, Indi- 


Lord,* Keep Us 
True! 


Canadian Christian Writes “to 
Encourage You to Keep True 
to the Bible and Not Betray 
the Trust of Those Who 
Are Looking to You for 
Guidance as a Spiritual 
Father” 


By the Editor 


From Canada, from Hawaii, 
from Jamaica, from missionaries 
in Japan, from pastors all over 
America we have received urgent 
letters commending THE Sworp 
and begging us not to be weary 
in our stand, not fail all those 
who depend upon us to be true 
to Christ and to strengthen the 
hand of Bible-believing Christians, 
to be true against modernism and 
compromise, 

From Swan River, Manitoba, 
Canada, comes the following let- 
ter which is a great blessing and 
encouragement to this unworthy 
editor. 


“Dear Mr. Rice: 


“Your paper has been a great 
blessing these many years, and 
more so now, when there is so 
much compromising among those 
who should be true to the Bible. 

“IT praise God for your definite 
stand in the issues of today. I am 
sure you have received many let- 


-ters condemning your stand, but 


would like to encourage you ‘to 


| keep true to the Bible and not 


betray the trugt of those who are 
looking to you for guidance as a 
spiritual father, 


“There are many others, espe- 
cially here in Canada, who are be- 
hind you and pray for God’s bless- 
ing upon your work. 

“We here at Swan River still 
remember the meetings we had. 
with your brother, Bill Rice, and 
follow your work with prayer. 


“God bless you all including the 
staff and all who are willing to 
bear the reproach of extreme fun- 
damentalism. May you _ never 
change your stand to be popular 
with those who do not love our 
Lord.” 


He ordered two of Spurgeon’s 
books and then signed himself, 
“Just another fundamentalist in 
Christ, J. Shakatko.” 


ana, writes to tell of a tent re- 
vival which he held in Belleville, 
Indiana, recently. During 
meeting there were approximately 
40 first-time decisions for Christ 
in every age group. An elderly lady 
was saved in’the meeting and has 
donated a lot for the erection of 
a new church building and a 
church is @#iready in the process 
of being organized. 
* * * 

REV. JACK WHITE, pastor of 
the Maranatha Baptist Church in 
Odessa, Texas, together with his 
music and education director, Curt 
Scarborough, conducted an open- 
air revival in Odessa, just prior 
to the constitution of their new 
church, August 24. During the re- 
vival there were 75 additions to 
the church; 46 of these came by 
baptism, 29 by letter. The same 
team held a revival at the Royalty 
Baptist Church in Royalty, Texas, 
in which there were 15 additions 
to the church and many rededica- 
tions and restorations. 
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SEX AND THE BIBLE: 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


A) 
\nswered 


Should a man divorce a wife 
cuilty of adultery? 

Recently several cases have been 
brought to my attention where a 
married man or women fell into 
the sin of adultery and the offend- 
ed mate has to decide what to do. 
A godly Christian man says his 
wife has committed adultery, and 
he thinks that frees him to divorce 
her. 

On that matter, Jesus said, “And 
I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for 
fornication, and shall marry anoth- 
er, committeth adultery: and who- 
so marrieth her which is put away 
doth commit adultery” (Matt. 19: 
9). 

Note the following facts about 
this statement of the Lord Jesus. 

1. No Christian is ever to take a 
divorce because of cruelty, non- 
support, incompatibility, or for any 
other reason but fornication. 

2. A divorce is PERMITTED, 
but not COMMANDED, where a 
wife is guilty of fornication. We 
feel that the same Scripture would 
fit for either a man or a woman. 
If the woman who has gone into 
fornication cannot be’ brought 
back to a clean life and to the po- 
sition of an honorable wife, the 
husband is permitted to put her 
away. If she is living a life of for- 
nication, that has broken the mar- 
riage bond, in some sense, and the 
husband is not required to remain 
bound to her, in such a case. But 
if the wife be penitent and can be 
won back to an honorable place as 
wife; certainly it would usually be 
far better, and more in the spirit 
of Christ, to forgive her and take 
her back. A divorce is permitted in 
the case of fornication, only be- 
cause when a woman is living the 
life of an harlot (which is what 
fornication means) it is often im- 
possible to reclaim her. Hence her 
husband is not bound in such a 
case, and the marriage may be 
broken legally as it has already 
been violated in God’s sight. 

But think of the reasons for 
maintaining the home, if possible. 
First, it will nearly always result 
in more happiness to forgive and 
let love and confidence be restored, 
than to break the marriage and 
try to be happy later with some- 
one else, or alone. Second, no mat- 
ter what the reason for the di- 
vorce, there is always a tremen- 
dous amount of reproach in it. No 
good Christian who gets a divorce, 
for any reason, will ever quite live 
it down. I have known of pastors 
who got a divorce and thought 
themselves justified; I know of 
one such-evangelist, In every such 
case that I have known about, 
their usefulness was greatly hin- 
dered, And divorce for Christians 
brings great reproach on the name 
of Christ and Christianity. Third, 
remember the loved ones, the chil- 
dren in the home, if there are 
children, and other relatives and 
close friends. They are bound to be 
greatly hurt by divorce and a 


broken home. Wherever possible, | 


the erring mate should be forgiven 
and reclaimed, and the marriage 
kept together for Jesus’ sake, for 
the children’s sake, and for the 
sake of future happiness. 

2. Note also that the Saviour de- 
liberately used the word fornica- 
tion, and not the word adultery, 
as a reason for divorce. The words 
refer to the same act, it is true, 
but fornication is a much stronger 
word, in one sense. The sin of adul- 
tery, in Bible usage, refers to one 
act of a person. Usually the term 
is used about married people, as, 
for example, when a wife is led to 
commit the scarlet sin with an- 
other man. But the term fornica- 
tion, in Bible usage, refers to a 
course of life, regularly commit- 
ting the scarlet sin. The word for- 
nication comes from exactly the 
same word as that which is trans- 
lated harlot and whoremonger, in 
the feminine and masculine forms. 
Fornication is living the life of a 
harlot, or living the life of a 
whoremonger, So, if a man or 
woman commits the scarlet sin 


Feeding the Preacher’s Horse 


By J. B. Culpepper 


Rev. J. B. Culpepper, him- 
self one of the Methodist “cir- 
cuit riders,” says in speaking 
of their influence upon his 
life: “These men had visited 
our house from my earliest 
childhood. I once thought they 
came direct from heaven, 
horse and all. Was I mistak- 
en? I mean those old-time- 
sure-enough men of God, My! 
how they awed me, thrilled 


never commits that sin any more, 
he or she has committed adultery, 
but has not been guilty of fornica- 
tion, that is, has not lived the con- 
tinual sinful course of a harlot or 
whoremonger, It seems to me, 
thefefore, that though one act of 
adultery is a heart-breaking and 
ruinous sin, and certain to bring 
grief and punishment, yet if the 
guilty person earnestly repents 
and seeks to be reconciled and to 
live a clean and holy life as a hus- 
band or wife, the Lord Jesus 
would not allow a divorce. Divorce 
is allowed for a course of sin like 
the life of a harlot or whoremon- 
ger, but is not allowed for a single 
act of adultery, according to the 
statement of the Lord Jesus in the 
New Testament. 

Oh, whenever possible, save your 
home! Never:-have a divorce if it 
can be- prevented honorably! 
Where the erring partner repents, 
it is far happier and far more 
pieasing to God for the sin to be 
forgiven and the home reunited. 

(Send 25c for the editor’s booklet, DI- 


VORCE, THE WRECK OF MARRIAGE, 
to Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois.) 


me, stirred me, ‘taught’ me. 
From the age of seven I was 
feed boy. I never gave the 
preacher’s horse a ‘nubbin’ in 
my life. (Should some not be 
familiar with farm language, 
a ‘nubbin’ is a small, scrawny 
undeveloped ear of corn.) No, 
sir! He got big, sound corn, 
and good fodder. I had a sort 
of undefined, but deeply im- 
bedded notion that I was lay- 
ing up treasures in Heaven. 

“Well, those days and those 
grand men are gone. I find 
myself a preacher, called to 
fill the place of one of them. 
How am I succeeding? Do I 
pray as they once did around 
the old family altar, as if the 
world was coming to an end, 
and as if sinners were really 
being lost? Do I ever take fire 
at morning prayer, so that I 
scorch my way through 
breakfast and out into the ris- 
ing day? Do I often send the 
children out, glancing up to 
see if Jesus is not really com- 
ing back in bodily shape, as 
these old Heaven-openers did 
to me? Do I send the mothers 
and wives out from morning 
prayers, as my mother used to 
go, singing, “Together let us 
sweetly live,’ ‘Together let us 
die,’ because a new star of 
hope has risen concerning the 
unsaved members of the fam- 
ily ?” 


\ 


Heaven 


(Continued from page 1) 


nourishment has there been pro- 
vided. Who taught the birds to fly 
south in the autumn, then to re- 
turn north in the spring? The 
Creator has given them an instinct 
—a response to a fact. Cold wea- 
ther is coming and they cannot en- 
dure the rigors of the northern 
winters, therefore must seek a 
warmer clime. 

So God has also given man cer- 
tain intuitions and desires and ev- 
eryone responds to a fact. God 
has given me eyes to see light; 
He has created light for the eyes. 
God has given me ears to hear 
sound; He has created sound for 
the ears. God has created me with 
a hunger; He has provided food 
to satisfy that hunger. He has 
created me with a thirst; that 
thirst responds to a fact for He 
has created water to satisfy my 
thirst. But deeper than any in- 
stinct in animal or intuition or de- 
sire given to man, there is a deep- 
er longing in my soul, stronger 


water; there is a longing in my 
soul for something better than this 
old world can offer—for a better 
life, a fairer land. This longing 
too responds to a fact, for God has 
created that better land. 


There’s a land that is fairer than day, 
And by faith we can see it afar; 

For the Father waits over the way, 

To prepare us a dwellingplace there. 


The Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, has told us about that fair 
land, Listen to the immortal words 
of our Lord as recorded in John 
the fourteenth chapter, verses one 
to SIx: 

“Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are 
many mansions: if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you; I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also. And whither I go ye 
know, and the way ye know. 
Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we 
know not whither thou goest; and 
how can we know the way? Jesus 
saith unto him, I am the way, 
the truth, and the life: no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
me.” 

My friends, let’s give urgent 
heed to these blessed words which 
fell from the lips of the Son of 
God. Listen to the opening verse: 

“Let not your heart be trou- 


one time, and then repents and 


2s ela 


bled.” 


——— 


than hunger for. food or desire for. 
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He Has the Power and 
Authority 

Only the Son of God has the 
right, the power, the authority to 
speak such words as those to a 
troubled world. Only He has pow- 
er to speak such words as those 
to hearts that are bowed in sin 
and in sorrow and bereavement. 

You remember that in the pas- 
sage immediately preceding this, 
the Lord Jesus had just told His 
disciples that before long He must 
needs go away; that He was fac- 
ing the cross upon which He would 
soon die, the just for the unjust, 
that He might bring us to God. 
He told them that He was to be 
betrayed by one who professed to 
love Him. And naturally the disci- 
ples, when they heard that the 
Master they loved so dearly was 
now so soon to go away, were 
heart-broken. They felt as sheep 
scattered without a shepherd, It 
was on that occasion that the Lord 
Jesus spoke thesa, words of love 
and of comfort and_ sustaining 
grace to them. But He also spoke 
those words for us and for those of 
all coming time who would face 
similar experiences of sorrow and 
trouble. “Let not |your heart. be 
troubled.” 

And then the next few verses 
give us a number of reasons why, 
even in the midst of sorrow and 
heartbreak and good-bys, the child 
of God can still have an untrou- 
bled heart. And the first reason 
He advances is, “Ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.” In other 
words, He was showing us that 
the only basis for an untroubled 
heart is an individual, personal, 
vital living faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ as an all-sufficient Saviour. 

If today you are trying to build 
your hopes for salvation and eter- 
nal life upon anything else than 
a vital faith in the crucified, bur- 
ied and risen Lord, then you are 
building upon a. false foundation, 
and one of these days you will 
awaken to the awful truth of the 
Scripture which says, “There is 
a way which seemeth right unto 
man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” 

Then in verse 2 the Lord Jesus 
gives us another reason why the 
child of God may have an un- 
troubled heart even in the midst 
of sorrow and bereavement, He 
says, “In my Fathers house are 
many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you,” 


It Means Home 


My friend, I can never read or 
quote that verse of Scripture with- 
out reminding myself afresh that 
the word “house” there means 


more personal and a little more 
real. “In my Father’s home are 
many mansions.” When I hear 
the word home I believe there are 
several reasons why the Lord Je- 
sus in His sublime omniscience 
selected that word to best convey 


the wonders, of the glories of the 
eternal abiding place of His chil- 
dren. 

When I say home, your mind 
goes back across the years, per- 
haps across hundreds of miles of 


Which will forever be hallowed in 
your memories among all the plac- 
es of earth. That place where you 
grew up as a boy or a girl, playing 


around the yard with brothers and 


sisters and neighbor children, sit- 
ting around the hearthside upon a 
winter’s evening with Mother, Dad, 
and others in the family. You 
know there are several things 
about that old home place which 
are not true about any other spot 
on earth as far as you are con- 
cerned. 


First, home is a place where 
love reigns supreme, I am talking 
about the old-fashioned Christian 
home, not one of these modern 
homes which is just a sort of 
glorified roominghouse where the 
members of the family meet each 


the way from one busy social en- 
gagement to another. Not a: place 
where there is confusion, bicker- 
ing, fussing and fighting, where 
the father and mother live like 
mad cats and where the children 
are anxious to get just as far 
away as possible, as soon as possi- 
ble. Not that sort of a home, I 


can come home at the end of a 
busy day and there he can sit as 
the uncrowned king, honored, re- 
spected and obeyed. Where he can 
shut the world out with its mad 
business competition and_ strife. 
Where the mother is respected and 
honored and revered as the 
erowned queen. In such a home 
love reigns supreme, and perhaps 
that is the nearest approach to 
Heaven that earth knows any- 
thing about. 


Love Reigns Supreme 


And so Heaven itself is a place 
where love reigns supreme, where 
peace shall flow like a river. 

Second, home is a place of am- 
ple provision and room whenever 
the children arrive. Perhaps my 
experience has been duplicated by 
nearly everyone here. I have some- 
times been away from my old 
home place yonder in Louisville, 
Kentucky, for years at a time. 
Because of 'the stress of my work, 
I have been unable to turn my 
steps homeward. But after those 
years of absence, how wonderful 
it was to turn back homeward 


for an old-fashioned family reun- 


ion! I suppose I have arrived there 
most every hour of the day or 
night. Sometimes as_ twilight 
shades would gather I have driven 
up in front of the old home place. 
There I would see mother sitting 
in her accustomed familiar place 
on the porch,: and I would go in. 
After greeting the members of the 
family, we would go into the din- 
ing room and I'd sit down again 
at the same old place there at the 
table. The intervening’ years 
would seem to slip away into noth- 
ingness. I would seem just like a 
boy again. 

Then I have arrived at the old 
homeplace in the wee small hours 
of the morning—two, three, four 
o’clock in the morning after driv- 
ing many weary miles. Yet no 
matter at what unearthly hour I 


/poreh, ring the doorbell, and I 
could never imagine my mother 
coming to the door, opening it just 
a httle crack and then saying, 
“Son, I am sorry, but all the beds 
are occupied; the house is full. 
Your brothers, your sister, 


“home,” “In my Father’s home 


to us something of the beauty, of. 


intervening space to that spot | 


other in the halls occasionally on | 


am. talking about the old-fashioned | 
Christian home where the father | 


un- | 


did arrive, I would walk up on the | 


and 
their families have already arrived 
and there is no more room, You'll 
have to take your family and go t 
to the hotel or somewhere else.” ;}.— 
No, my friends, I cannot imagine yj — 
such a welcome or lack of wel | ties 
come as that, Nor can you from |! 
your mother and from your home. | Ke 

No matter how late the hour, ae 
no matter how many had preceded j= 
us, no matter if all the rooms were 4 ~ 


are many mansions: if it were not;door and open wide her arms of 
so, 1 would have told you.”’ Some-| love and welcome and she would 
how the word home seems to make | bring us in. She could always 
it a little sweeter to us, a little | spread another cover on the living- 


room divan or make an old-fash- 
ioned pallet on the living-room 
floor. And my friends, I give you 
my word that after driving hun- 
dreds and hundreds of miles, as I 
would stretch out on that old- 
fashioned pallet underneath the 
old roof tree where I had spent 
| SO many happy days in the long 
ago, it seemed to me that a quiet 
| peace would pervade my soul, that 
| the kinks would go out of the over- 
| wrought nerves, and that I would 
‘find a sweet rest there on that 
old-fashioned pallet on the floor 
that I have never been able to 
find on anybody’s innerspring mat- 
tress, in anybody’s expensive room 
in the most pretentious hotels. . 


So home is a place where there 
is always room, no matter when 
the children arrive. And so it is 
with the heavenly home above. I 
care not how soon or how late I 
Shall gather there for God’s great 
family reunion. I am not con- 
cerned about how many of God’s 
children shall have preceded me, 
for there is ample provision for 
His own. For the Lord Jesus said, 
“In my Father’s home are many 
mansions: if it were not so, I 
would have told you’; and He 
continues by saying, “I go to pre- 
pare a place for you.” 

Yes friends, Heaven is a place 
just as real and definite as De- 
troit, Michigan, or any other of 
the cities of the earth, 


“Where is Heaven?” 

But somebody says, ‘But where 
is Heaven?” I cannot describe to 
you the geographic location of that 
fair land. I cannot tell you the 
longitude or latitude of that place, 
nor am I greatly concerned about 
| that. After all, that is not what 
'makes any place dear to our 
hearts. That is not what endeared 
‘your old family home in your 
memories. Heaven is sweet to us 
'because of those who are there. 
'And though I cannot tell you the 
'lowgitude and latitude of that city 
‘yet, I think, after all, I can tell 
|you just a little of where Heaven 
‘is. Heaven, to the believer, to the 
‘child of God, is but one step be-. 
yond that narrow veil which sep- 
arates this world from the next, 
time from eternity. 

Heaven to the believer is just 
one step beyond the end of this 
little life’s pilgrimage. Not only 
so, but I think I can tell you 
something else about where Hea- 
ven is. Heaven is a place where 
Jesus is, for He says, “I go to 
prepare a place for you, And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” Yes, my 
friends, it is where Jesus is, and 
that is enough for me. I love the 
words of the old: song, “Where 
Jesus is ’tis Heaven to me.” 


(Continued on page 6) 
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Heaven 


(Continued from page 5) 


Not only so, but Heaven is a 
place where all of our loved ones 
who have died with their faith 
fixed unfalteringly in Jesus Christ 


as the all-sufficient Saviour have | 
preceded us and where they await. 


us. Heaven, therefore, is a place 
of grand and glorious and unend- 
ing reunion, 


No “Good-by” 

Have you ever stopped to think 
that the very word “good-by” is 
erased from the vocabulary of 
Heaven? Therefore, today to any 
lonely heart who mourns the 
homegoing of some loved one 
whom you have loved long since 
and have lost awhile, may I say 

that if you and I could do the 
‘ unthinkable, the impossible; if to- 
day we could call back our loved 
ones from yonder shore, it would 
be the height of selfishness for us 
to do so after they for this little 
while have tasted the joys which 
await the people of God on the 
other side. After they have ex- 
perienced some of the unspeak- 
able joys of the many mansions 
it would be the height of self- 
ishness for us to want them back 
here to endure and to undergo 
the sorrows and the heartbreaks 
which are the common portion of 
all mankind here upon an old 
earth marred by sin. 

Who of us would’ not gladly 
exchange Detroit, Michigan, or any 
other city of earth for that city 
which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God? Who 
of us wouldn’t gladly exchange an 
old city like this, with its sin and 
temptation, its filth, its bickerings, 
its imperfections, its tears for that 
city built by God’s own hand 
where nothing that destroys or 
‘mars or blemishes can enter? That, 
< 


whither I go ye know, and the 
way ye know.” Then Thomas, one 
of the twelve, interrupted the 
Lord with a question. I have al- 
ways been glad for that interrup- 
tion and that question. It was a 
perfectly natural question and the 
Lord Jesus Christ did not rebuke 
Thomas for that interruption. He 
answered that, question for him 
and for us. I say it was a perfectly 
natural question, for Thomas said 
unto Him, “Lord, we know not 
whither thou goest; and how can 
we know the way?’ In substance 
Thomas was asking a question 
which I believe has been re-echoed 


in the heart of every normal, 
| thinking person from that day un- 


til now, Thomas was actually say- 
ing, “Lord, can a man be sure? 
Can we be certain of the way from 
earth to Heaven? Can we know 
beyond all shadow of a doubt?” 


My friends, Jesus answered that 
question for him and for us. The 
answer was so clear and unmis- 
takable that no man need mis- 
understand. Though nineteen hun- 
dred years have elapsed since the 
Lord Jesus answered this ques- 
tion so plainly, yet so hard is the 
heart of man, so encrusted with 
materialistic philosophies of life, 
that it seems that man is so stu- 
pid that he cannot understand the 
simple words of our Lord’s reply. 
And if today, after these nineteen 
hundred years, I should ask the 
average adult audience of educat- 
ed, refined, cultured people even 
in so-called Christian America, 
“What is your conception of the 
way from earth to Heaven?” I am 
afraid that we should be amazed 
at the many answers, the many 
varied answers, and the many 
wrong answers we should receive. 

In this day when the Gospel is 
just as close to any man who 
wants to hear it as the television 
or radio dial in his living room, 
there is no excuse for any man 


\ How to Save 


‘The story is told of a man who contributed the money to build 
a church. Later on he lost all his property. “If you had the money 
you put into that church,” some one said to him, “you could start 


again.” But the good man wisely 


replied: ‘““That is the only money 


I have saved. If I had not given it to the Lord it would have gone 


with the rest. Now it will always be mine.” 


—NMloody Monthly. 


my friends, is the sure portion of 
the child of God. 


Who of us wouldn’t gladly ex- 
change an old world like this that 
is torn by wars and rumors of 
wars for that beautiful place of 
ineffable joy where peace shall 
flow like a river? 

Who of us wouldn’t gladly ex- 
change bodies like these, subject 
to heat and to cold, to hunger 
and to thirst, to pain and disease, 
temptations, sin, weariness, death 
itself, for bodies over which none 
of these things—heat and cold and 
hunger and thirst, pain and weari- 
ness, and sin and temptation and 
disease and death— shall have no 
power? That I say is the sure 
portion of the people of God. Who 
of us wouldn’t exchange bodies 
like these, where the eye grows 
dim with the shedding of many 
salty tears, where the shoulders 
become stooped with the bearing 
of the burdens of years, where 
the footsteps become faltering, 
where the face is lined with the 
pen of time and etched upon our 
countenance is the story of every 
sorrow which besets us? Thank 
God, we will one day exchange 
these old bodies for bodies which 
are fashioned anew like unto the 
glorified body of our resurrected 
Lord! 

Who of us wouldn’t gladly ex- 
change the companionships of 
earth, companionships with people 
like you and me, so imperfect, so 
quick-tempered, so apt to speak 
the hasty, thoughtless word that 


would wound even those we love. 


best, for the companionship and the 
fellowship with God’s heroes of the 
faith, for patriarchs, prophets, 
priests and kings, for those chil- 
dren of God who have borne the 
burdens of life, who have fought 
its battles and have won the in- 
corruptible crown? ‘That, my 
friends, is the sure portion of the 
children of God. 

No wonder the Apostle Paul 
says, ‘I find a longing in my soul 
to depart and be with Christ which 
is far better.’ No wonder that the 
same inspired apostle says, “To 
die is gain.” 

Now notice in verse 4 the Lord 
Jesus continues by saying, “And 


. 


groping in uncertainty and not 
knowing the sure, unmistakable 
way from earth to Heaven, 


How to Get There 


What is your conception of the 
way to Heaven? I hear some man 
say, “Why, I believe the way to 
Heaven is to live a good life, to 
live upon a high moral plane, to 
be a good father, a good husband, 
a good citizen in the community, 
to live by the Golden Rule, to do 
unto others as I would have them 
do unto me.” 

My friends, these are wonderful 
virtues which should characterize 
the life of every child of God, but 
that is not the way from earth 
to Heaven. And if today you are 
dependent upon your own good 
works, your own moral life, your 
own good citizenship, or your own 
moral rectitude, you are building 
your hopes upon a false founda- 
tion. That is NOT the way to 
Heaven. 

Some other man would say, “I 
believe the way to Heaven is to 
unite with the church, to be bap- 
tized, to submit oneself to the 
ordinances of the church, to be 
regular in attendance and faithful 
to the church’s' requirements.” 
Well friends, these things, too, 
should be prominent characteris- 
tics of every Christian life; but 
that is not the way from earth to 
Heaven, for neither the Temple 
Baptist Church of Detroit with 
which I am affiliated, nor any 
church to which you may belong 
has the power to forgive a single 
sin or te cleanse a single stain 
from your guilty, Hell-deserving 
soul. 

That is NOT the way to Hea- 
ven. 

What is it? Listen, as Jesus re- 
plied to Thomas’ question, “How 
can we know the way?” Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, “I am 
the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, 
but by me.” In other words, the 
Lord Jesus was telling us that all 
we need from a spiritual stand- 
point in time and in eternity, in 
this life and in the next, as far as 
salvation is concerned, is found in 
Him. ‘‘For neither is there salva- 


tion in any other, for there is none 
other name under heaven given 
among men whereby we must be 
saved.” Jesus said, “I am the way”’ 
—without the way there is no 
going. Jesus said, “I am the truth” 
—without the truth there is no 
knowing. Jesus said, “I am the 
life’—-without the life there is no 
living. All that*we need is found 
in Christ. 


Therefore, the words of First 
John, the fifth chapter, become all 
meaningful to us where we read, 
“He that hath the Son hath life; 
and he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not life.” 


I care not whatever else you 
may have—a good reputation, a 
good moral character, many lov- 
able characteristics—if you do not 
have the Son of God as your Sav- 
iour, you do not have eternal life. 


Years ago at the court of an 
oriental monarch one day there 
was much hurry and activity and 
bustle. The court jester, whose 
duty it was to while away the 
dull hours of the king with his wit- 
ticisms, was sitting over on one 
side of the courtroom watching 
and listening as the king would 
issue his instructions and courtiers 
and servants would rush to do his 
bidding. In a lull in the activity 
the court jester spoke up: “O king, 
why all this hurry and activity 
and confusion? Why are you going 
to such pains to issue these mi- 
nute, detailed instructions?” 


The king answered rather im- 
patiently, “I thought you knew 
that on the morrow we begin a 
long journey of several days’ dura- 
tion. It lies across the burning 
sands of the desert. Therefore, 
every necessity of life must be 
thought of and provided in ad- 
vance and carried with us. Food, 
water, clothing, bedding, shelter, 
tenting—everything must be pro- 
vided, else this journey would be 
a very unpleasant one, even a very 
dangerous one.” 

The court jester nodded as he 
said, “Wisely said, O king, and 
certainly wisely done to thus pre- 
pare for this long journey of a 
few days. But now, O king, by 
your leave, one other question: 
There is another journey, Sir, up- 
on which everyone of us must em- 
bark. It is the journey from this 
world to the next, from time out 
into eternity. Now this question, 
OQ king. Have you given any 
thought, any time, any attention 
to make sure that this journey, 
too, may be a pleasant and a safe 
journey for you?” 

The king dropped his head, and 
when he could control his emo- 
tions he looked up, brushed a tear 
from his eye and said, “I suppose 
the court jester must have more 
sense than the king upon the 
throne, for I find that I have been 
so busy seeking pleasure where it 
may “be found, so busy with busi- 
ness, the affairs of state, that I 
have given absolutely no thought, 
no attention to the proper prepa- 
ration of that long, long journey 
from whence there is no return.” 

My friends, that is what the 
Lord Jesus Christ was talking 
about when He said, “For what is 
a man profited, if he gain the 
whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in 
exchange for his soul?” 


When all the great plants of our cities, 
Have turned out their last finished work; 
When our merchants have made the last 
bargain, 
And dismissed the last tired clerk; 
When our banks have raked in the last 
dollar, : 
And have paid out the last dividend; 
When the Judge of the Earth says, 
“Closed for the Night!” 
And asks for a balance—WHAT THEN? 


When the choir has sung its last anthem, 
And the preacher has said his last 
prayer; 
When the people have heard their last 
sermon, 
And the sound has died out on the air; 
When the Bible lies closed on the pulpit, 
And the pews are all empty of men; 
When each one stands facing his record, 
And the Great Book is opened—WHAT 
THEN? 


When the actors have played their last 
drama, 
And the mimic has made his last fun; 
When the movies have flashed the last 
picture, 
And the billboard displayed its last run; 
When the crowds seeking pleasure have 
vanished, 


And have gone into darkness again; 
And the world that rejected its Saviour 
Is asked for a reason—WHAT THEN? 


When the bugle’s last call sinks in silence, 
And the long marching columns stand 
still; 
When the captain has giv'n his last order, 
And they've captured the last fort and 
hill; ~ 
When the flag has been hauled from the 
masthead, 
And the wounded afield have checked in; 
When the trumpet of Ages is sounded 
And we stand up before Him—WHAT 
THEN? 


Several years ago an old engi- 
neer on the Baltimore and Ohio 
Railroad was retiring from active 
service. He was a great Christian 
and his testimony ran something 
like this: 

“I suppose it is perfectly nat- 
ural that my mind should go back 
forty years or so ago when, just 
out of school, I got my first job 
on the old B. & O. I was the child 
of my parents’ old age; therefore, 
just as soon as I reached young 
manhood and was able to get a 
job, my father who was old had to 
retire from active work and the 
sole support of the family fell on 
me, 


All my life I had wanted to be 
a railroad man, but in those early 


days before many of the modern 
safety devices had been perfected, 


my mother seemed to live in a 


haunted dread and fear that: one | 


of these days I would be involved 
in a terrible railroad accident and 
would thus lose my life. Every 
morning when I would go out on 
the run, mother, having prepared 
my lunch with her own hands, 
would put the lunch basket in my 
hands and place an arm about my 
shoulders and I would kiss her 
good-by and she would say, ‘O 
God, please watch over our boy 
today and bring him back home 
safe tonight.’ And I would go out 
on my run, climbing up on my 
engine with those words ringing 
in my ears, ‘O God, please watch 
over my boy today and bring him 
back safe tonight.’ 


“Then in the late afternoon as 
I was coming in from my run 
when the old engine would round 
the last curve on the outskirts of 
our little town, I would look up 
on the hillside to a little vine- 
covered cottage, then I’d reach up 
and give one long blast of the old 
whistle; winter or summer a little 
white-haired mother would always 
come over to the window and lean 
out and wave her handkerchief. 
The neighbors would tell me that 
she would always say, ‘Thank 
God, my boy is safe home at last.’ 


“In the fullness of time Moth- 
er passed on and I had to get a 
hired woman to come and cook 
and keep house for my dad in his 
old age. While the hired woman 
would always fix my lunch, yet 
Dad took up where Mother left 
off and he would not allow any- 
one else to put that lunch basket 
in my hand. Every morning when 
I would go out on the run, he 
placed a trembling hand on my 
shoulder and he too would say, ‘O 
God, please watch over and protect 
my boy. Bring him back home 
safe tonight.’ Then just as of yore, 
when I would come in from my 
run in the late afternoon and the 
old engine rounded that last curve, 
I would reach up again and give 
a long blast of. the whistle and 
winter or summer, no matter how 
cold the weather, that old white- 
headed dad would totter over to 
the window, lean out and wave his 
hankerchief. The neighbors told 
me that he, too, would always 
say, “Thank God, my boy is safe 
home at last.’ 


“Then in the fullness of time, 
my dad went on Home and my life 
has been so lonely since then, liv- 
ing in boarding houses.” 

But he said: “Now boys, my 
hair, too, is white with the frosts 
of many winters, and it won’t be 
long, according to the laws of nat- 
ture, before I’ll make my last long 
run.” 


He said, ‘When that time comes, 
I have always been so accustomed 
to riding up at the front end of 
the train that I am going to ask 
my Great Engineer to let me ride 
in the cab with Him on my final 
run on the old Gospel Train.” 

And he said, “When the engine 
rounds the last curve and my eyes 
fall for the first time upon the 
gleaming lights and battlements of 
the City of God, just as we are 


about to glide into the Grand Cen- 
tral Station of the Skies, I want 
to reach up and give one long 
blast of the whistle. As I climb 
down from the cab on that last 


‘run and I walk into the station, 


I know that on either side of the 
Beautiful Gate there will be an 
old white-haired mother and an 
old white-haired dad, and the very 
moment the Gates of Pearl click 
upon my heels and my feet press 
for the first time the gold-paved 
streets of the City of God, I know 
that old white-haired mother and 
white-haired dad will throw their 
arms around~me, the first thing 
they'll say will be, “Thank God, 
my boy is safe home at last.’.” 


—The End— 


Kimas 
and Prophets 


"ae Ul 
wus fj 
% Trail Blazers ! 
u 


Followins 
GOD >» 


Trail Blazers 


= 


$ .85 Text 
5.95 Figures 


BIBLE CLUB MOVEMENT INC. 
1505 RaceSt. Philadelphia 2 Pa. 


add 10 per cent for postage 


America’s Most Loved 
Songbook is Rich in 


WORSHIP 


Shun shabbiness in your Hymnbooks, the 
one thing that every member and visitor 
picks up at each service. Let shiny new song 
books make a good impression that will 

be reflected in new zeal, more attendance, 
wider vision and better support. 


TABERNACLE 
HYMNS 


NUMBER FIVE 


No book like it!! No book equal in 
beautiful balance of stirring songs and 
favorite hymns. Rich in worship material. 
Has 55 more numbers than its predecessor, 
30 are entirely new. Evangelical. Fully 
orchestrated including accordion. 2 binding 
colors —403 numbers but low cost. 


Mail coupon for FREE sample 


Remember new Hymnbooks cost so little 
and mean so much in keeping the atmosphere 
of your church bright and attractive. 

We buy new clothes, a new car, new church 
furniture— why not NEW HYMNALS 

that stimulate NEW LIFE? 


Pe we ee ee oe ee ee ee ee eee 


| Please send FREE sample of Tabermacle 


H Hymns Number Five. Our church needs 

r NEW HYMNALS to bring NEW LIFE. 

i Name sa 

| Please Print 

| Address a 

I City Zone... Stato. 
Church & 

l 

| Denom. es 

H I am (1 Pastor 0 Supt. or ee 


TABERNACLE PUBLISHING Co. 


342-P8 North Waller Ave. Chicago 44, lliinois 


FF _ 


| 


meter HOU SS es 


- 
~~ arn 


aie a aa? ert re ae —— oe 


i a | ee a. Aan. ee 


Friday, October 17, 1958 


LR pM rapt et ee ee yy ie Mer Eee (a FT HRY Re 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Seven 


“Beware of False Prophets” 


(Continued from page 1) 


by one’s side, to smuggle in. False 
teachers have smuggled in dam- 
nable heresies into the church. 


2. Aimed to Destroy the True 
Work of God 


These damnable heresies, in the 
original Greek, are literally de- 
structive sects or cults. Here is 
the origin of the isms of our day. 
These cults were brought in by 
enemies and they are destructive, 
not constructive. They do not 
build up, but tear down. They are 
cancers, not healthy flesh on the 
body of the church. 


The false teacher is a thief, and 
Christ declared, “The thief com- 
eth not but for to steal, and to 
kill, and to destroy .. .” (John 10: 
10). He is a wolf in the fold and, 
“.. . the wolf catcheth them and 
scattereth the sheep” (vs. 12). The 
modernist would rejoice to com- 
pletely wreck the church as 
Christ founded it and planned it. 
In fact, he is the agent of Satan 
to do everything he can toward 
that end. Do not think such a 
false teacher is only incidental, 
“just one of those things,” for he 
is the product of the deeply laid 
plans of the Devil. He may not 
realize his own significance, but 
he was planned by the arch ene- 
my of the church, and prophesied 
in the Scriptures. Being fore- 
warned, we should be forearmed. 


3. Modernists Are Wolves Pre- 
tending to Be Sheep; Enemies 
of Bible Pretending to 
Be Friends 


These false teachers: are in dis- 
guise. They dress in “sheep’s cloth- 
ing.”’ “Beware of false prophets 
which come to you in _ sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravening |devouring or. preying] 
wolves” (Matt. 7:15).- And these 
wolves are deceiving multitudes 
of naive little Red Ridinghoods 
Who think modernists are as 
harmless as their grandmother. 
The next time you see or hear one 
of these wolves, dressed in the 


, Sheep’s clothing of clerical attire, 


yet attacking the Word of God 
and its precious doctrines, just re- 
member the Lord has defrocked 
him. He is not what he seems. 


He is an imposter of the pul- 
pit. We may be thankful that the 
Lord, who knows all men and is 
not deceived by imposters, has 
given us some inside information 
regarding their true nature. No 
wonder so many are deceived by 
them when they spend so little 
time with the Word which warns 
us of them. 


Paul dramatically warns us of 
these clerical crooks and mas- 
querading ministers in II Corinth- 
lans 11:13-15: “For such are false 
apostles, deceitful workers, trans- 
forming themselves into the apos- 
tles of Christ. And no marvel; for 
Satan himself is transformed into 
an angel of light. Therefore it is 
no great thing if his ministers 
[ministers of the Devil!!!| be 
transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness; whose end shall be 
according to their works.”’ We may 
be too chickenhearted to deal with 
these reverend gentlemen, but God 
is not too righteous to cast them 
into Hell! Please note that both 
the Devil and his stooges disguise 
themselves—he as an angel of 
light; they as ministers of right- 
eousness! It would be very shock- 
ing, but very realistic, if these 
“clergymen” carried the title of 
M. D. (Minister of the Devil). 


4. Jesus Warned of Many 
False Prophets Around Us 


These false teachers and preach- 
ers are in great number. “Many 
false prophets shall rise, and shall 
deceive many” (Matt. 24:11). “... 
Even now there are many anti- 
Christe. <2" 4F John 2:18). 0". 
Many false prophets are gone out 
into the world .. .” (I John 4:1). 
“For many deceivers are entered 
into the world...” (II John 7). 
If there were many antichrists, 
false prophets and deceivers in 
John’s day (as indicated by the 
present tense), how much more in 
these days of the apostasy! 

A false teacher, then, is not a 


rarety. You will not have to go far, 
to find one. Indeed, you will have 


to look carefully to find teachers 
who are true to the Book, Ask 
any Christian tourist or traveling 


salesman how many churches he 


finds in his travels which are 
standing for the faith once for all 
delivered to the saints, and which 
have pastors which have not 
bowed the knee to the image of 
Baal. He will tell you the sound 
church is the exception and not 
the rule. 

Take a fresh look at, your own 
church and your own pastor. Do 


fundamentals rejects the founda- 
tion, and can expect nothing but 
collapse and ruin. He is building 
on the sand and not on the solid 


‘rock, Let me remind you, Chris- 


tian friends, that just as there is 
an offense of the cross, there is 
an offense of fundamentalism. 
The same crowd that belittles or 
scorns the blood also belittles or 
scorns fundamentalism. 


Whether you like the term or) 


not, fundamentalism is the very 
foundation and fabric of the true 


not be deceived by personalities. ,Church, and all modernists and 
| Others who speak evil of it are 


Judge them by the Word. 


5. Modernists Come From 
Among the Orthodox 
Some false teachers come from 
the ranks of those who were once 
doctrinally sound. In Paul’s ad- 


‘dress to the elders (pastors) of | 


Ephesus, 
them: 
“Take heed therefore unto your- 
selves, and to the flock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost hath made 
you overseers, to feed the church 
of God, which he hath purchased 
with his own blood. For I know 
this, that after my departing shall 
grievous WOLVES enter in among 


he solemnly exhorted 


you, NOT SPARRING THE 
FLOCK. Also OF YOUR OWN 
SELVES  [apostatizing’ elders], 


shall men arise, speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples aft- 
er them.’—Acts 20:28-30. 

What a travesty that those who 
are supposed to be shepherds of 
the flock (to protect against 
wolves) turn out to be wolves 
themselves and, instead of feeding 
the flock, they feed on the flock. 
Instead of protecting, they de- 
stroy. 


6. Many Are Led Astray, Bi- 
ble Says, By Modernists 


These false and apostate teach- 
ers and preachers have a great fol- 
lowing. “And many shall follow 
their pernicious ways...” (II 
Pet. 2:2). “And many false proph- 
ets shall arise and shall deceive 


| 


speaking evil of, or blaspheming, 
the way of truth. If the people as 
a whole could realize that all 
preachers and teachers who fight 
against fundamentalism are fight- 
ing the church, there would be a 
great turning away from. such 
men, for the general public is not 


|'as blind as some of its leaders. 


| 


Some .thirty or more years ago 
a daily paper in Chicago expressed 


| its amazement at professed clergy- 


men who, from within the church, 
made vicious attacks upon the 
church. We quote: 


“We are struck with the hy- 
pocrisy and treachery of these 
attacks on Christianity . 

Is there no place to assail 
Christianity but a_ divinity 
school? Is there no one to 
write infidel books except the 
professors of Christian theolo- 
gy? Is a theological seminary °* 
an appropriate place for a 
general massacre of Christian 
doctrines ... ? We are not 
championing either Christian- 
ity or infidelity, but only con- 
demning INFIDELS MAS- 
QUERADING AS MEN OF 
GOD AND CHRISTIAN 
TEACHERS” (as quoted by 
Prophecy magazine). 


7. These False Leaders Per- 
vert the Truth 
Webster defines the word per- 
vert, “To misinterpret or misap- 
ply.” They are guilty of “. 
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O wounded hand, grasp the sceptre! © thorn-pierced brow, wear 
the crown! O pierced feet, mount the throne!—T. Dewitt Talmage. 
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many” (Matt. 24:11). Paul 
warned the Ephesian elders that 
apostate elders would speak “per- 
verse things to draw away disci- 
ples after them.’ This following 
shall increase more and more as 
the age draws to a close. “But 
evil men an@ seducers shall wax 
|become| worse. and worse” (II 
Tim. 3:13). “For the time will 
come when they |the people] will 
not endure |lit. will not put up 
with| sound doctrine .. .” (II 
Tim. 4:3). 


Now notice that these sdctate 
elders not only come from with- 
in the church but “draw away” 
their disciples (from the church). 
If they would get out and start 
some new work in their own name, 
and appeal only to the unchurched 
masses, letting the true church 
alone, it would not be so _ bad. 
They would have very little if any 
suceess or influence. But. they 
must prey on the true flock, and 
they are brazen enough to call 
their apostate organizations 
“ehurches.” Thus they use those 
who have been drawn. by the 
truth, and use the name of the 
church itself to foster their own 
schemes. In the name of the 
church, they carry on deadly war- 
fare against the church! 


Peter, in speaking of these false 
teachers, declares, “And many 
shall follow their pernicious |de- 
structive} ways, by reason of 
whom the way of truth shall be 
evil spoken of’’—lit. shall be blas- 
phemed”’—(II. Pet. 2:2). Now, in 
the light of the context, the way 
of truth can mean only. true 
Christian doctrines, and these true 
Christian doctrines are known to- 
day as THE FUNDAMENTALS. 
Thus we have an accurate picture 
of the situation today: False 
teachers have bootlegged in many 
destructive cults (including the 
chief cult of modernism); have 
secured a great following and, be- 
cause of them, fundamentalism is 
evil spoken of. Many professed 
Christians today despise the word 
fundamentalism or fundamental- 
ist. But though some may have 


abused the word, it is associated 


with some of the grandest institu- 
tions of God and the most stal- 
wart men of God this world has 
ever seen. It means foundational 
truth, and one who rejects the 


speaking perverse things...” and 
“. . , there be some that trouble 
you, and would pervert the gos- 
pel of Christ” (Gal. 1:7). Pervert, 
in this latter passage, means to 
reverse. They would make the 
Gospel mean the reverse of what 
it really means. The so-called so- 
cial gospel is the reverse of. the 
true meaning. A so-called gospel 
founded on works or human merit 
is the opposite of the true Gospel. 
It would be BAD news instead of 
GOOD news, for on the basis of 
works or merit no one could be 
saved. The true Gospel is based on 
grace, and grace alone. 


Peter tells us there are those 
who wrest (twist) the Scriptures. 
Only a slight twist of a radio dial 
will bring in a different message, 
and modern manipulators twist 
the Word of God in such a way as 
to have a totally different message 
from the apostles. They use what 
the late Dr. Harry Rimmer was 
pleased to call weasel words. He 
said that, as a boy, he often had 
to gather the eggs on his father’s 
farm, But the weasels sometimes 
got there first and sucked some 
of the eggs. These eggs often 
looked normal, but when picked up 
they were found to be empty. He 
said modern false teachers use 
biblical words, but they are empty 
of meaning. 


This accords with Peter’s de- 
scription of such teachers who, 
he declares, “ speak great 
swelling words of vanity |empti- 
ness|”’ (II Pet. 2:18). So much for 
some of the “swell” speakers of 
modern pulpits! No wonder Dr. 
Arthur I. Brown styled this minis- 
terial mush as a “‘piffling message 
from puny man,” and “puerile 
twaddle.” He declared: 

“The hungry and_ thirsty 
seeker after that which will 
satisfy his need is turned 
away empty and disappointed 
because he has heard only a 
little sermonette on art, lit- 
erature, or politics, or possibly 
he has been,told that he ought 
to be good, honest and pure, 
and assist in changing the 
moral climate of the world. 
If he makes himself an ex-- 
emplary citizen, does the best 
he can, lives up to some sort 
of an ideal, he will attain hap- 
piness, and, if there is a Hea- 


ven, which is doubtful, he may 
qualify for admission at some 
distant ddfy” (Into the Clouds, 
p. 104). r 


Dr. Brown quotes a well-known 
columnist, Robert Quillen, as say- 
ing, among other things, “The 
sorrowing and heavy laden who 
yearn for a faith that will make 
life bearable are treated to a 
fourth-rate lecture on the sex- 
influence in art, and some blas- 
phemy equally ridiculous” (Id. p. 
111). Words of vanity indeed! 
Jeremiah’s description of back- 
Sliding Israel is apropos, “. 
They have forsaken me, the foun- 
tain of living waters, and hewed 
them out cisterns, broken cisterns, 
that can hold no water’ (Jer. 
2:13). And again, “The wise men 
are ashamed, they are dismayed 
and taken; lo, they have rejected 
the Word of the Lord, and what 
wisdom is in them?” (Jer. 8:9). 
They have discarded the Word 
and the Gospel, and they can find 
no adequate substitute. 

These puffy piddlers and twid- 
dling twisters can make no sound 
like yes, and yes sound like no. 
They talk sonorously of God, but 
their God is simply the primal 
cause, or the summation of phys- 
ical forces. They talk much of 
Christ, but He is only an idea, 
or the flower of humanity—not 
the Christ of the cross, or the 
Christ of the Bible. Even when 
they speak of the Word of God, 
they mean certain parts of the 
Bible which, on the basis of their 
authoritative and superior schol- 
arship, they have let pass muster 
as Scripture! When they speak 
of the divinity of Christ, 
mean only that He is divine as you 
and I are divine, only in greater 
degree. When they speak of. in- 
spiration, Gospel, missions, evan- 
gelism, kingdom of God, salvation, 
death of Christ, resurrection, etc., 
they are using weasel words. They 
sound biblical, and deceive the 
multitudes, but they are empty 
of true biblical content, “great 


-| swelling words of vanity {empti- 


| 


ness |. 

Peter warns that they beguile 
unstable souls. Those who are 
not well-founded in Scripture 
knowledge, or only professing 
Christianity, fall a prey to these 
seductive teachers. Like a pack of 
wolves, they attack the lame and 
straggling sheep, and the ‘wolf’ 
and the “lamb” lie down together 
—with the lamb inside the wolf, 
that is. 


8. False Teachers Deny. Deity, 
Atonement, Virgin Birth or 
Bodily Resurrection 
of Christ 


But these false leaders, as the 
age progresses, become bolder and 
bolder, and do not content them- 
selves with distorting truth, but 
engage in outright denial of God's 
Word and its doctrines. They deny 
that Jesus is the Son of God (in a 
unique sense) and born of the 
Virgin Mary. . . even denying 
the Lord that bought them” (II 
Pere a 
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Jude 4). “For many de- 
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nials. And the one supreme, over- 
all denial of the modernists is that 
of miracles. Old-time modernists 
deny creation, for that is a mir- 


They deny special (miraculous) 
inspiration and teach that the Bi- 
ble is a human production, They 
deny prophecy (miraculous pre- 
diction) and claim the prophetic 
books were written after the 
events of which they treat. They 
deny the virgin birth (the miracu- 
lous conception) of Christ, and 
make His birth the same or lower 
than ours: They deny also the 
resurrection of Christ from 
dead, which would be a miracle of 
the greatest magnitude, and claim 
only that He was resurrected in 
some spiritual sense. 


9. Modernists Are Not 
Christians 

These deniers of the plain teach- 
ings of Scripture are obviously 
unbelievers (denial is the opposite 
of belief), and .an unbeliever can- 
not be a Christian. The very first 
requirement of being a Christian 
is to believe in Christ (scripturally 
and personally) and to believe the 
Word of God in accordance with 
its claims. No matter how exalted, 
clerical, sacerdotal, sanctimonious, 
homogenized, pasteurized or idol- 
ized these curious contortionists 
of the “cloth” may be, they are 
NOT Christians! They do not have 
the first qualification for belong- 
ing to a church, to say nothing of 
taking the lead in one! They have 
no business in trying to lead for 
Jesus, for they have not learned 
'to follow Him. They cannot recom- 
mend the Gospel to anyone, for 
they have never tried it them- 
selves. 


10, Modernists, Spiritually 

Ignorant, Unfit to Teach 

These false leaders are ignorant 
of the true meaning of the Bible 
and spiritual things. In II Peter 
2:12 Peter shows up the ignorance 
of these false teachers (spoken of 
in vs. 1) in very strong words: 
“But these j|false teachers| as 
creatures without reason | poor Dr. 
Puffy; born mere animals to be 
taken and destroyed, railing i” 
matters whereof they are ignorant, 
shall in their destroying surely be 
destroyed” (A, S. V.). The “rail- 
ing” here agrees with the speaking 
evil of the way of truth of verse 
2 Peter is saying the modernistic 
teachers who rail against the fun- 
damentals are without reason and 
are speaking of matters of which 
they are ignorant! Thank you, 
Peter, for confirming what every 
true Christian knows. 


' 


. , denying the only | 


ceivers are entered into the world, | 


who confess not that Jesus Christ 
is come in the flesh’ (II John 7). 

The Greek word translated deny 
in the above passages means to 
disclaim, disown, deny, renounce, 
decline, refuse or contradict. These 
false leaders and their followers 
renounce Christ and disown Him. 
The implication of denial is to 
deny that one is what he claims 
to be. Christ claimed to be the 
virgin-born and only Son of God 
and accepted full worship from 
His disciples as such. The modern- 
ist denies such claims. 

But while they deny the Christ, 
they still profess to be “Chris- 
tians’! And so we have Paul's 
pungent. portraiture of them— 
“Having a form of godliness but 
denying the power thereof” (II 
Tim. 3:5). A great deal of light 
is thrown on this passage when 
we see that the word translated 
power (dunamis) is the word 
translated miracle or miracles in 
Mark 9:39, Acts 2:22, 8:13, and 
19:11. Thus we see that modern- 
ists, while having a form of godli- 
ness (they have palatial church- 
es, vested ministers and choirs, 
and impressive services), deny 
miracle or the miraculous. 

The modernist is Known not so 
much by what he believes but 
by what he does not believe. Mod- 
ernists are uncertain and divided 
as to the former, but the old 
modernists are united in their de- 


The Apostle Jude adds his testi- 
mony to their spiritual ignorance 
in verse 19: “These be they who 
separate themselves, sensual, hav- 
ing not the Spirit.’ Sensual is the 
translation of psuchikos which 
means: Living, breathing, animal, 
possessing animal life; physical, 

(Continued on page 8) 


former work and the amount of time 
you can devote to this work. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, October 17, 1958 


“Beware of False Prophets 


(Continued fram page 7) 


natural. Pertaining to the animal 
or natural mind and affections, 
SWAYED BY THE AFFECTIONS 
AND PASSIONS OF HUMAN 
NATURE (Robinson’s’ Lexicon). 
Jude says they have not the Spirit. 
They are dominated by the flesh 
and know nothing of the Spirit 
or spiritual things. All this is said 
of the ungodly men of verse 4 who 
have crept into the church, 

As no unbeliever can be a Chris- 
tian, so no ignorant person can 
be a teacher. The very first re- 


quirement of a teacher is that. 


he understand his subject matter. 
No modernist is fit to be a teach- 
er for he is merely sensual, has 
not the Spirit, is ignorant of the 
true content and purport of the 
Bible, and does not believe what 
he is supposed to teach. He not 
only does not know spiritual things 
but he cannot know them, for 
spiritual things can only be dis- 
cerned by spiritual men, and he 
has not the Spirit and never 
could have Him because he does 
not believe in the Son of God as 
his Saviour (See I Cor. 2:14). So 
I indict every modernist teacher 
as not being a CHRISTIAN, and 
as absolutely unqualified to teach 
spiritual things, for they are mat- 
ters whereof he is ‘ignorant. 


What good is a well without 
water? Yet these teachers are 
‘wells without water” (II Pet. 
9:17). One of the first require- 
ments of a guide is that he have 
eyesight; yet such teachers are 
“blind guides” according to Christ 
(Matt. 23:16). No wonder both 
they and their deluded followers 
fall into the ditch! A dumb watch- 
dog is no_ protection against 
prowlers and thieves, yet God de- 
scribes some of Israel’s watchmen 
(comparable to false teachers of 


our day) as blind, ignorant, dumb | 


and asleep. 

“His watchmen are BLIND: 
they are all IGNORANT, they are 
all DUMB DOGS |that is one kind 
of d. d.j, they cannot BARK; 
sleeping, lying down, loving to 
slumber. Yea, they are GREEDY 
dogs which can never have enough, 
and they are SHEPHERDS |mod- 
ernist pastors| that CANNOT 
UNDERSTAND: they all look to 
their own way, every one for his 


gain, from his quarters.”—Isa. 96: 


10;: 11. 


Notice that though they are 
dumb (silent as to warning against 
evil as a good watchdog should 
do), blind, ignorant, sleeping on 
the job (asleep to the true re- 
sponsibilities of a man of God) 
and “cannot understand,’ they, 
nevertheless, are looking for gain. 
These enemies of the church, the 
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Christ and the cross actually are 
paid for their “ministerial labors,” 
Yes, paid handsomely by the very 
ones upon whom they are prey- 
ing, and paid to tear down the 
church when it is the first duty 
of any pastor to build up, or edify, 
the church. 


Since Jude tells us they are sen- 
sual, having not the Spirit, we 
are not surprised that they try 
to explain everything in the light 


'of natural reason and nature, We 
' would expect them to be humanis- 
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tic and naturalistic, and to try to 
build a Heaven on earth instead 
of trying to get men ready for the 
one Christ has gone to prepare. 
When we look about#and behold 
their great “‘ecumenical’” endeav- 
ors, we see that they are running 
true to form, for ecumenical comes 
from. a Greek word meaning the 
inhabited earth. It is the great 
earth church of the last days. And, 
being of the earth, it is earthy— 
through and through. 


The Lord’s church, represented 
by the new Jerusalem, comes down 
from God out of Heaven (Rev. 21: 
2). It is not a world church but 
is called out of the world to be 
a chaste and separate virgin-bride 
of Christ. It has no world council 
but gets all its orders ready-made 
from its Head in Heaven. It is not 
an earth church, for everyone of 
its members has been born from 
above. 


hl. Modernists Fleshly, 
Worldly Minded 


These false leaders of our day 
are motivated and guided by the 
lusts of the flesh. We are told by 
Peter of scoffers in the last days 
who will walk after their own 
lusts and ridicule the coming of 
the Lord, I like the Weymouth 
translation here: ‘First, remember 
that, in the last days, men will 
come with their mockery—men, 
governed by their own passions, 
and asking, Where is his promised 
return? For from the time our 


'fathers fell asleep alk things con- 


tinue as they have been ever since 
the creation” (II Pet. 3:3, 4). 
These scoffing leaders are not gov- 
erned by the Spirit from above, 
but are guided by their own lusts 
from within. They do not love His 
appearing. They love their own 
Ways and pleasures. 

No one guided by an earthly na- 
ture will look very eagerly for the 
Lord from Heaven. They are guid- 
ed by passions, but they have no 
passion for His return. No one 
waits eagerly for a stranger, es- 
pecially for one with whom he is 
not on good terms. The coming 
of the true Shepherd _can only 
strike terror to the hearts of the 
many wolves who are devouring 
His flock. When we find wolves 
which are eager to have a shep- 
herd come suddenly upon them, 
then we may begin to expect mod- 
ern false teachers and preachers 
to love the appearing of the great 
Shepherd of His sheep. We expect 
sheep to love the Shepherd, but 
the wolves only hate Him. 

Paul enlightens us regarding the 
true motivations of the ‘enemies 
of the cross of Christ.” “Whose 
end is destruction, whose: God is 
their belly; and whose glory is in 
their shame, who mind earthly 
things” (Phil. 3:18, 19). What a 
strange god! They do not look up 
to God. They look to the god 
within, the god of their own pas- 
sions, ambitions, and appetite. No 
wonder they are enemies of the 
cross, for the cross is the enemy 
of self and its passions. “And they 
that are Christ’s have crucified the 
flesh, with the affections and 
lusts” (Gal. 5:24). Ask any great 
and pompous modernist preacher 
of our day if he has crucified his 
flesh and its passions. Be prepared 
for his scorn or pitying contempt. 

We do not imply in this that all 
modernist teachers are bestial, of 
course, Far from it. Many of them 
are so sweet and gentle and aes- 
thetic that they are almost angelic. 
But coarse or gentle, angelic or 
demonic, they must be judged by 
what they preach, for Paul said, 
“For though we, or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
cursed” (Gal. 1:8). A man may as 
truly be governed from within by 
preaching philosophies and doc- 
trines of men (instead of God’s 
Word) as if he preached on coarse 
and carnal subjects. 
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Let Us Get Fat! 
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copy.) But 7,000 copies were or- 
dered, worth $1,750 at the modest 
price of 25c. (Now it must sell for 
60c per copy.) I did not immedi- 
ately have the money to spare, I 
thought, but by faith and taking 
God up on the plain promise that 
“the liberal soul shall be made 
fat: and he that watereth shall 
be watered also himself,” I sent 
them out with a glad heart. 


The blessing which followed has 
been beyond words to describe. In 
the first six months’ time, I had 
letters from more than two hun- 
dred people who said they had 
found Christ through this pam- 
phlet of eight chapters. Cash 
orders began to trickle in—first 
one or two, and then by dozens 
and then by hundreds. I have just 
looked at the flyleaf of a recent 
edition of* this book which has 
been so greatly used around the 
world. It shows that we have had 
22 printings, and a total of ap- 
proximately 240,000 printed since 
1940! 

And this is one book .that we 
have never had to advertise very 


much. It sells itself. God has made 
it a continual blessing, and my 
heart sings within me to remem- 
ber how. God in mercy has used 
these words of Bible teaching and 
exhortation and comfort. A letter 
came from. the late Mrs. Henry 
Ford in a black-bordered envelope. 
After the death of her son, Edsel 
Ford, someone gave her this book, 
Bible Facts About Leaven, and she 
wrote with most warm and gen- 
erous words of how her heart had 
been comforted and the truth of 
Heaven and how to get there and 
of our loved ones gone on had 
become sweet and clear to her 
through this book. 


We have lost money on other 
books, but though Bible Facts 
About Heaven has the most ex- 
pensive cover of any of our pam- 
phlets and we have done less ad- 
vertising on it than on many, 
many others, it has constantly sold 
itself, and the income from this 
pamphlet has helped to pay the 
deficit on other books given away 
or sold at a loss. 


Yes, thank God, His Word is 


Ezekiel gives us a most accur- 
ate picture of false prophets and 
teachers : 

“Son of man, prophesy against 
the prophets of Israel that proph- 
esy, and say thou unto them that 
prophesy OUT OF THEIR OWN 
HEARTS, Hear ye the word of the 
Lord; Thus saith the Lord God; 
Woe unto the foolish prophets, 
THAT FOLLOW THEIR OWN 
SPIRIT, AND HAVE SEEN 
NOTHING.”’—Ezek. 13:2, 3. 

This reminds us of Kant’s “inner 
light.” 

Notice that these prophets who 
follow their own spirits are com- 
manded to hear the Word of the 
Lord, That is what they should 
have followed instead of their own 
notions. Ezekiel’s own commission 
was a true pattern of what the 
man of God should be. In chapter 
2:1 we read: 

“And the Spirit |God’s Spirit| 
entered into me when he spake 
unto me, and set me upon my feet, 
that I heard him that spake to 
me.” 

Ezekiel was guided by the Spirit 
of God, not by his own spirit. And 
the Word he preached was not his 
own, but God's, 

“And thou shalt 
words unto them, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will 
forbear: for they are most rebel- 
lious. But thou, son of man, hear 
what I say unto thee; Be not thou 
rebellious like that rebellious 
house: open thy mouth, and eat 
what I give thee.”—Vss. T, 8. 

God did not commission us to 
originate some kind of a message 
or philosophy, but simply to relay 
His own message and truth. We 
are simply channels, not reservoirs. 
We are simply to follow Him, not 
to lead the way. The modernist 
has no commission of message 
from God. “They have seen vanity 
and lying divination, saying, The 
Lord saith: and the Lord hath 
not sent them: and they have 
made others to hope that they 
would confirm the word” (Ezek. 
13:6). 


12. The False Optimism 
of Modernism 


All false prophets are optimists. 
No true man of God can be opti- 
mistic about a godless world that 
has turned its back on God. Smug- 
ness and complacency serve as an 
indictment of any man in an hour 
of fearful portent such as this. A 
true watchman will sound the 
alarm, That is what he is for. Any 
watchdog worth his salt will 
bark at the approach of an enemy, 
but these dumb dogs “cannot 
bark.” Have you ever heard one 
of these bland social gospelers 
warn of Hell and eternal damna- 
tion, or warn the people that the 
Antichrist is approaching? Cer- 
tainly not. Barking is noisy and 
ill-mannered. It might disturb 
someone in his sleep. 

Everything is lovely. The world 
is getting better and better. Oh, 
we have a world war once in a 
while and a few little things like 
that, but there is nothing funda- 
mentally wrong with man! He 
will work out his own salvation 
if you give him time. Such is 
their song. They cry, “Peace, 
peace; when there is no peace” 
(Jer, 6:14). Such hypocrites are 


speak MY 


‘they that their very cry of peace 


is our cue for looking for war and 
trouble. God solemnly declares, 
“For when they shall say, Peace 
and safety, then sudden destruc- 
tion cometh upon them, as travail 
upon a woman with child, and they 
shall not escape” (I Thess. 5:3). 


Jeremiah was a rank pessimist. 
His book is full of solemn warn- 
ings about the doom of Israel, the 
approach of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
their consequent captivity. He was 
unpopular, imprisoned..and.other- 
Wise persecuted, but he only 
howled the louder. As a faithful 
watchdog, he not only barked and 
growled but lunged into the enemy 
and let them know the sharpness 
of his teeth. And not only so, but 
when he found that there were 
enemies within as well as with- 


out, he turned his bark and his /‘ 


bite upon them. 


A good watchdog is not noted 
for his dignity! A faithful watch- 
man is not noted for a smooth 
tongue but a clarion voice. He 
needs a voice like a fire siren to 
arouse the city—-the enemy is ap- 
proaching! And those who escape 
Hell because of the faithful warn- 
ings of some true man of God, 
even though he had a raucous voice 
and crude ways, wil? thank God 
for all eternity that he did not 
lull them to sleep. This is no time 
for optimism in respect to the 
world. The outlook for them is 
unspeakable gloomy and terrible. 

The only true optimism is in re- 
spect to those who are right with 
God, For them the outlook is 
bright indeed. 


There's a bright day coming, a bright day 
coming, 
There's a bright day coming by and by, 
BUT its brightness shall only come fo those 
that love the Lord. 
Are you ready for that day to come? 


There's a SAD day coming, a sad day com- 
ing, 
There's a sad day coming by and by, 
When the sinner shall hear his doom, ‘“De- 
part, | know ye not!” | 
Are you ready for that day to come? 


There are many, many more 
things we might say about false 
teachers and teachings, but we 
trust that what has been said al- 
ready is conclusive, and that our 
readers will be driven to the Word 
‘to see whether these things are 
so.” True men of God are in the 
minority. And that is all the more 
reason why we must be faithful 
to the Word, and “contend earn- 
estly for the faith once for all de- 
livered unto-the saints.” 


Perhaps some who will read 
this article have fallen for the fal- 
lacious teachings of modernism 
and religious infidelity. If so, you 
should renounce such deception at 
once, Repent of your sins and take 
the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
own personal Saviour right now. 
“If thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead 
[something the modernist denies}, 
THOU SHALT BE SAVED.” J] 
earnestly, lovingly exhort you to 
do this without delay. 


—THE END— 


true: 
made fat: and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.” So 
God’s Word says and so I have 
proven, 


Let’s Make “Investment Evan- 
gelism” a New Adventure in 
| Faith and Thus Prove God! 


It is my earnest prayer that 
these short weeks when we are 
celebrating the twenty-fourth 
birthday of THE SworpD OF THE 
Lorp, our “Investment Evange- 
lism” program through which 
many of us are giving what we 
can as capital investment in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD and to pay 
off long-term loans and make THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD financially 
sound and safe for the future, may 
prove to be one of the greatest 
spiritual blessings that many have 
ever known. Oh, I pray that God 
in mercy will teach people to trust 
Him to repay and that they will 
learn to invest, by adventurous 
faith, in God’s program of getting 
out the Gospel, and may learn 
what God will do to those who 
give liberally. How often it is 
stated in the Bible. 


Jesus said, “Give, and it shall 
be.given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken to- 
gether, and running over, shall 
men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye 
mete withal it shall be measured 
to you again” (Luke 6:38). 

We are told by the divinely in- 
spired Apostle Paul, “But this I 
say, He which soweth sparingly 
shall reap also sparingly; and he 
Which soweth bountifully shall 
reap also bountifully’ (II Cor, 
9:6). So we should regard every 
penny given in Jesus’ name and 


for His cause as seed sown that __ 
‘Will bring forth a bountiful har- 


vest. Oh, too many Christians sow 
sparingly and reap sparingly. May 
the dear Lord help us to step out 
by faith and sow bountifully, and 
so reap, in added blessings for 
ourselves, in material prosperity 
and blessing on our homes, our 
families, our business, and on our 
spirits, a great abundance of God’s 
blessings. 


God challenged the Israelites, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that. there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, If I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not 
be room enough to receive it” 
(Mal. 3:10). 

Yes, God is committed. One 
who gives in Jesus’ name and gives 
in love and faith to please God, 
will receive back from God or from 
men who give in God’s name all 
that he gives and more. If you 
sow, you will reap. If you sow 
bountifully, you will reap bounti- 
fully. ‘“‘The liberal soul shall be 
made fat: and he that watereth 
shall be watered also himself.’ So 
is the plain promise of God, often 
repeated. 

God is saying that no one is 
ever in danger when he steps out 
on faith to do something in Jesus’ 
name and depending on the Lord 
Jesus Himself to see that he is re- 
paid, that his needs are met. 

Oh, I pray that many will “get 
fat” during this month of October 
as they give to “Investment Evan- 
gelism.” 

Would you not like to prayer- 
fully consider the matter, find 
what God’s Spirit moves your 
heart to do, and then do it in 
faith, trusting the dear Lord to 
repay? Would you not like to get 
spiritually fat and prosperous and 
to find that the barren earth of 
your drought-stricken life would 
have a rain of God’s blessing upon 
it? Oh, the dry land can become a 
fruitful field when God pours His 
blessings upon it. ‘And everyone 
who gives to God will find that 
God gives in return, shaken to- 
gether, pressed down, and running 
over, : 


Some Reasons Why Many 
Should Give Now to “In- 
vestment Evangelism” 


Here are some reasons, and we 
feel they are good reasons, why 
intelligent, spiritual Christians may 
well find that it would be wise 
and good for them to have a part 
in the capital investment in THE 
SworD OF THE LorpD through gifts 
to take care of long-term loans 
and put THE SworD OF THE LORD 
on a permanently stable basis with 
no interest to pay, no danger of 


(Continued on page 10) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Nine 


The Lion's Den 


(Continued from page 1) 


spies to skulk about his house and 
mark his movements; and, in fact, 
they stooped to the meanest 
stratagems, little heeding how 
much they compromised them- 
selves, if they might but compass 
his downfall. But his integrity was 
proof against their devices, The 
more closely they observed him, 
the more clearly they “discerned 
that he was always diligent, dis- 
creet, and devout. So conscientious 
and so uniformly consistent was 
Daniel both in his character and 
his conduct, that every effort to 
entangle him in the meshes of 
their conspiracy proved to be vain. 

At length the Devil, who does 
not often run short of devices, 
puts them up to a fresh plot. O 
Satan, thou art full of all subtle- 
ty! “Let us contrive a new law,” 
say they, “that shall bring his 
piety and his patriotism into con- 


| flict. He is a Hebrew by birth, and 


in one only God he believes with 
all his heart. Our divinities he de- 
spises; towards our temples he 
shows a silent scorn; he sets no 
value on the magnificent statues 
that we venerate; three times a 
day he has been accustomed to 
offer prayer to an invisible Pro- 
tector whom he calls ‘the living 
God, Jehovah’; surely these pe- 
culiarities will. supply us with a 
pretext, and we will pledge our- 
selves to entrap him.” 


So they hie off to their homes 
and, full of hope, they reflect on 
their new scheme. 

Soon they meet again, lay their 
evil heads together and devise as 


cunning a-snare as they could 


possibly invent; and yet, clever 
as they were, they perished in the 
trap they had prepared. They man- 
aged to involve the king himself 
in their iniquitous device, and to 
entangle him in such a. dilemma 
that he must either sacrifice his 
favorite courtier, or compromise 
his own truthfulness, and violate 
the sacred traditions of the em- 
pire. A royal statue was framed, 
and a decree published, forbidding 
any petition to be asked of God 
or man for. thirty days. How pre- 
posterous! 


But when was there ever a des- 
pot who was not sooner or later 
deserted of his wits? The passion 
for power, when indulged without 
restraint, will lead a man to the 
utmost foolishness, and urge him 
to a madness of vanity. In such a 
false position did the monarch 
stand who was easily persuaded 
to utter the infamous edict that 
his subjects should not ask any 
favor of either God or man, save 
of his supreme self, for the space 
of a whole month. 


Daniel Braved the Lions 
Rather Than Be a Secret 
Disciple 

In this strait, how does Daniel 
acquit himself? Will he abscond? 
Will he count it prudent to de- 
sert his post, and get out of the 
way? Nay, but Daniel had a soul 
above such policy. 


And yet you might imagine that 
if he must pray, he would go 
down into the cellar, or offer his 
supplications to God in some re- 
tired place where he need not 
challenge notice. His petitions will 
be heard in Heaven without re- 
spect to the place from which they 
are presented. Or it might have 
been expedient to suspend the vo- 
cal utterance of prayer, and 
breathe out his supplications with 
a Silent tongue. 


Daniel, however, was a servant 
of the living God, and therefore 
he scorned thus to temporjze and 
play the coward, Well does one of 
the: old writers call him “Coeur 
de Lion.” He had the heart of a 
lion. Into that cage of lions he 
went, a lion-like man—not cruel, 
like the beasts of the forest, but 
more courageous than they all. 
His conscience toward God was 
clean, and the cause he pursued 
before his fellow-creatures was 
clear. His sense of truth would 
not suffer him to be a trimmer. 
He does not change his habit, but 
goes upstairs, though he might 
have known that it was like climb- 
ing the gallows; he drops upon 
his knees, puts his hands togeth- 
er, with the window open, in the 
presence of all his adversaries, 
and there he prays three times a 
day toward Jerusalem, as he had 
done aforetime. 


Brave old man! Remember, this 
was not the sudden impulse of one 
who felt the flush of youth; but 
it was the calm decision of one 
who was venerable with age, hav- 
ing already fulfilled threescore 
years and ten of life’s pilgrimage, 
and performed deeds of public 
service that might have well en- 
titled him to do garrison duty for 
the rest of his days. So much the 
more do we yalue the example of 
Daniel, because with grave deci- 
sion he taught the captives of 
Judah, both old and young, to 
prove their fidelity to the Lord 
God of hosts. 


He prays openly, not ostenta- 
tiously: in the spirit of a Protes- 
tant rather than in the fashion of 
a Pharisee: he sought no honor, 
but he shunned no danger. To en- 
counter shagae, or to endure re- 
proach, if needful, for the cause 
of righteousness, had long been 
his fixed habit, and now that it 
threatens to bring on swift death, 
he swerves not. 


Hear those quick feet as they 
patter along the streets of Shusan. 
How all the counselors and cap- 
tains are coming together! What 
is doing? There is mischief brew- 
ing full often when nobles and 
statesmen meet in council with 
closed doors; especially was it so 
in the olden times. They are going 
to seek an interview with the 
king. What calls them thither? 
Noble patriots! They are anxious 
to inform his majesty that they 
had caught Daniel committing the 
horrible crime of prayer. 


Was not this a new offence? 
Oh, no! dear friends, the_ first 
man who ever died fell a victim to 
his religion; and so, I suppose, 
for many and many a century this 
was one of the foulest offences a 
man could commit against society. 
Those who serve the living and 
the true God are sure to challenge 
the sneers of the time-servers in 
any age, 

There be many now who hate 
nothing so much as a religious 
man. All the epithets in the cata- 
logue of scandal are too good for 
the man who offers homage to God 
in everything that betides him. 
An infidel! Well, he may be re- 
puted honest, intelligent, and wor- 
thy of respect; but a genuine 
Christian is denounced as a hypo- 
crite at once. Away with such a 
fellow; his conscience is as offen- 
sive as his creed! Toleration for 
everything and everybody who con- 
forms to the fashion of the day; 
but no toleration for any one who 
believes that the laws of Heaven 
should regulate his life on earth. 


So they told the king that the 
laws of his empire must be kept 
inviolate; good, loyal souls as they 
were, they would not have a stat- 
ute broken for the world! There 
is an end to your monarchy if your 
royal proclamations are not to be 
respected! They are so jealous for 
the common weal and so earnest 
for the king’s honor that they 
must, at all hazards, even if it be 
at the risk of seeing their dear 
friend Daniel put into the lions’ 
den, maintain the dignity of the 
king and assert the majesty of 
his imperial edict. 

The king perceives that he is 
caught, calls some of his coun- 
selors together, thinks the matter 
over and, finding no alternative, 
gives Daniel up to the conspira- 
tors. 

Alas! I see the godly man flung 
in among the lions; but. what do 
I hear? Do I hear his bones 
cracking? Can I hear a shriek of 
the prophet? Is there a noise of 
the howling of those savage beasts 
of prey? Oh, no! There is an awful 
hush while the king puts his seal 
upon the stone and all the lords 
come and attach their signets like- 
wise, ; 

Shall we step down and peer in- 
to the den, to see what is going 
on? No sooner had Daniel arrived 
at his destination than an angel 
of God encamped in that dungeon. 
Stretching his broad wings, he 
seems to have fixed his station in 
full front of those grim old Neros. 
The safety of Daniel was secured. 
The mouths of the lions were shut. 
They lay down like lambs. Per- 
haps Daniel found a comfortable 
pillow for his night’s rest upon the 
shaggy body of one of those mon- 
sters that would have devoured 
him had not the heavenly visitant 
hushed them into silence by his 
presence; or perhaps the appear- 
ance of thé angel was as a flame 
of fire, and wrought an illusion be- 
fore the lions’ eyes, so that Dan- 
iel seemed to them to be sur- 


rounded with flame, or robed with 
fire. 

At any rate, that night the 
prophecy of the latter days was 
fulfilled to the letter, that the 
lamb shall lie down with the lion. 
God in His providence and grace 
preserves His servant all that 
night. We can easily imagine that, 
like Paul and Silas, when he did 
not sleep, he made the lions’ den 
vocal with his songs, and the lions 
growled the bass while God’s an- 
gel stood there listening to such 
music as he had never heard be- 
fore, till the morning dawned, and 
then he sped his way up to Heaven 
as the king came to fetch Daniel 
out of his prison-house. So Daniel 
was delivered, and his foes were 
confounded. There is the story; 
now, what lessons are we to learn 
from it? 


. Daniel’s Early And Entire 
Consecration to.God 


Well now, first I want to set 
before you Daniel’s early and en- 
tire consecration to the service of 
God. The king said, “Thy God, 
whom thou servest continually.” 
This is no empty compliment. His 
scrupulous uprightness had _ be- 
come so habitual that it was like 
an instinct of his nature, Daniel 
began to serve God in his youth. 
The fear of the Lord was implant- 
ed in his heart from the very day- 
break of his existence. 

There are ho saints to be com- 
pared with those who were set 
apart from the nursery, whose 
childish minds were imbued with 
heavenly truths as soon.as their 
infant lips began to lisp them: 
just as there are no sinners so 
inured to wickedness as those who 
are bred and trained in haunts 
of vice, tutored from their cradle 
to utter profane words, and prone 
to act, as they. think bravely, in 
defiance of every precept of the 
Decalogue, till they become profi- 
cients in every kind of profligacy. 
They who give their morning to 
God shall find that in beginning 
early they can keep pace with 
their work all the day. Happy 
Daniel, thus continually to serve 
his God from his youth up! 

Yet it was not the good fortune 
of his birth that gilded his name 
with glory. Far from that; it was 
his sad hap to be carried away 
captive from his native land while 


but a stripling. Alienated from 
the home of his ancestors, he was 
taken to the palace of Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and there, with three other 
youths, he was entered as a bursar 
in a heathen school, to be instruc- 
ted in the strange literature of a 
strange nation, and so to become 
one of the king’s learned men—a 
magician, 

His fealty to the faith of his 
forefathers was at once put to 
the proof. Certain food that was 
repugnant to his conscience was 
served up to table every day. Dan- 
iel feels he’ would be polluted by 
partaking of it. He, therefore, with 
his companions, refuses either to 
eat the king’s meat or to drink the 
king’s wine, As a total abstainer, 
he drank nothing but water; and 
as a vegetarian, -he ate nothing 
but simple pulse. With no desire to 
please his palate, it was his de- 
light to serve hig God continually. 


Another man might have 
thought it mattered little what 


he ate and drank; for Daniel the |. 


jots and tittles of divine revelation 
had a meaning. He could not, ay, 
he dared not, go contrary to the 
law of his God, even with regard 
to meats and drinks. Though far 
from the land that Jehovah cared 
for, he longed to live in the light 
of God’s countenance, 

Strict obedience to God has a 
swift reward. His face soon be- 
came fairer than the faces of those 
who fed on the royal diet. But 
know this, brethren, it needs cour- 
age to serve God continually. 

At length the time arrives when 
Daniel is to be brought from 
private tuition into public notice. 
Nebuchadnezzar has been dis- 
tressed by a dream, which his 
astrologers cannot apprehend, and 
his soothsayers try in vain to 
search out, To Daniel alone, who 
served his God continually, the 
secret is revealed. Of that vision I 
do not now attempt to speak. But 
with what nobility of heart does 
Daniel stand before the king! He 
does not tremble before the earth- 
ly potentate; nor does he conceal 
the name of the God in Heaven 
who inspires him with wisdom. 
He recalls the forgotten dream, 
and forthwith he is exalted; made 
a great man in the realm, and set 
in the king’s gate. He becomes, 
so to speak, the king’s privy-chap- 
lain. 


Still he goes on to serve his 
God continually. Obscurity could 
not hinder him, publicity cannot 
mislead him. Again the _ king 
dreams; again Daniel boldly ex- 
plains, though that explanation is 
to the effect that the haughty 
monarch shall be driven as a luna- 
tic from the abodes of men. 


“Fearless, himself a dying man, 
Of dying men’s esteem,” 


he serves his God continually, 

For a while Daniel retires into 
the shade. You hear nothing of 
him till Belshazzar ascends the 
throne, but he is still serving his 
God; I doubt not sometimes min- 
istering to his poorer brethren and 
visiting the sick, but constantly 
in his chamber, by prayer and by 
study of the Scriptures, seeking 
and finding communion with the 
Most High. 


On a sudden Belshazzar sum- 
mons him to his presence. There 
is a mysterious writing on the 
wall which can be read by no eye 
and interpreted by no lip but his. 
He is not disconcerted, but ready 
at the call of royalty. To court 
he comes. Oh, with what simple 
dignity, with what sublime com- 
posure, with what heroic courage, 
does the man of God, bending now 
beneath the weight of years, tell 
the proud monarch, who might cut 
him in pieces if he willed, of his 
immediate doom: “Thou art 
weighed in the balances, and art 
found wanting”! 

If you want to find a counter- 
part of John Knox in the Bible, 
I do not Know, leaving out Elijah, 
where you will find a rival to Dan- 
iel. How confidently he speaks: 
“This is the writing’! And again: 
“This is the interpretation.” His 
word commends itself to the con- 
science. No man dare gainsay it. 
He is promoted to the highest 
honor in the realm, 

And now what will he do? There 
has been a change of monarchs, 
but there is no change in Daniel, 
No. time-server, he stands to his 
principles at all times. “Servant 
of the living God” is his title. He 
had taken for his motto, when he 
began life, “I serve’; and he re- 
tains the motto to his life’s close. 
The glory of his God was his one 
object throughout all his days. He 


(Continued on page 11) 
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A lady who had forsaken God 
and the Bible for the gloom and 
darkness of infidelity was crossing 
the Atlantic, and asked a sailor, 
one morning, how long they should 
be out. “In fourteen days, if it 
is God’s will, we shall be in Liver- 
pool,” answered the sailor. ‘‘If it 
is God’s will!” said the lady; 
“What a_ senseless expression! 
Don’t you know that all comes by 
chance?” In a few days a terrible 
storm arose, and the lady stood 
clinging to the side of the cabin 
door in an agony of terror. ““What 
do you think,” she said to the same 
sailor, ‘‘will the storm soon be 
over?” “It seems likely to last 
some time, madam.” “Oh!” she 
cried, “pray that we may not be 
lost.” His reply was, “Madam, 
shall I pray to chance ?’’—Chris- 
tian Age. 
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ture mottoes, calendars, greeting cards, 
stationery, napkins and novelties. Hand- 
some profits. Send for free catalogue 
and price list. 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W, Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM 


Fifth Christmas Pilgrimage leaving De- 
cember 5. Features important Biblical sites. 
Lectures by Bible professors, missionary 
interviews. At a budget price, (Phone 
8751) Bible Lands Seminars, Box 3-SL, 
Wilmore, Kentucky. 


NEW SHEET MUSIC | 


*! Found the Answer” “I Am Not Alone’ 
(as recorded by George Beverly Shea) and 
many other favorites, such as “Somebody 
Bigger Than You and I,” “I Asked the 
Lord,” “He’s Only a Prayer Away.” Write 
for catalog of latest sacred sheet music 
and choral arrangements today. 


BULLS-EYE MUSIC INC. 
6526 Selma Ave., Hollywood 28, Calif. 


Complete 
WORSHIP FOLDER 


Service 
We can supply you with 
® Christ-centered Every 
letins 
Attractive duotone folders with dif- 
ferent color each Sunday. 
All special Sundays 
Four multicolored folders per yea 
@® Mimeograph or Spirit Duplicator stock 
® imprint Service 
@ Personalized folders 
One, two or multicolor folders 
Special offer for complete service 
Write today for samples 


CATHEDRAL FOLDERS 


Sunday bul- 


Box 106, Dept. SL, Brainerd, Minnesota 


214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, IIl. 
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(Continued from page 8) 


some emergency over borrowed 
capital. 

1. Because this work is Christ’s 
work. THE SworD OF THE LORD 
through twenty-four years has had 
on the front page a clear, strong 
statement of faith affirming the 
inspiration of the Bible, the deity 
of Christ, His virgin birth, His 
blood atonement, His bodily resur- 


rection, and taking a plain stand}, 


against modernism, worldliness, 
and formalism. And that state- 
ment on the front page of every 
issue has been followed by the 
strongest, clearest preaching and 
Bible teaching which we could find 
written in this generation, and the 


clearest and strongest and best of 
a generation that is past, the 
writings of great men of God now 
in Heaven. We submit that this is 
Christ’s own work. The work is 
chartered under the laws of Illi- 
nois as a nonprofit corporation. 
No individual may take any profit 
from the business nor inherit any 
of the property. 


Besides that, the hundreds of 
conversions which are reported in 
loving letters to THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD each year indicate that 
God has in mercy smiled upon 
THe Sworp. Christ has honored 
Tue Sworp and put His seal of 
approval on it now for twenty-four 


years, And so one may properly 
give in Jesus’ name to help the 
work which He has blessed. 


2. Many ought to give because 
we here in the Sword offices are 
faithfully investing our time, our 
money, and are enduring some- 
times hardship, sometimes slander 
and misunderstanding, just to be 
true to Christ. That proves first 
that we believe in the work, and 
second, that work carried on so 
sacrificially and unselfishly is fit 
to be trusted. For this reason we 
believe many will want to help 
invest money as a capital gift to 
THE SworRD OF THE LORD, a spirit- 
ual investment on which they will 
expect to gain dividends in Heaven. 


3. America negds, oh, how Amer- 
ica needs plain preaching against 
sin, honest, strong defense of the 
faith, exposure of modernism. And 


“Sword Wit Sharpener” 


Mary Magdalene Sees the Risen Lord 
John 20 


CLEWS ACROSS 


1 “Whom... (est) thou?” 

3 “Sir, if thou have borne... 
hence” 

6 “As she ... , she stooped 
down.” 


10 ‘“‘And the other . . . the feet’ 

11 “Jesus saith unto her,....” 

12 Tuft of brilliant yellow feathers 
(Hawaiian) ,— — 1— 

13 “And seeth two angels in, 
sitting” 

20 20 vs 
him.” 

17 Year (abbr.) 

18 “The first day of the week 
cometh Mary...’ 

22 Saturate 

94 “Very early ... the morning” 
(Mark 16) 

25 Go to the off side, g —— 

27 “They ... unto the sepulchre.” 
(Mark 16) 

28 “Stooped down, ... looked into 
the sepulchre”’ 

30 “She went and... them that 
had been with him.” (Mark 16) 

31 Old Testament (abbr.) 

32 Roman Emperor 

34 Egyptian sun god 

35 “Mary stood without at... 
sepulchre weeping.” 

36 Followers of Jesus 

39 Eye (Scot.) 

40 A compass point (abbr.) 


where thou hast laid 


41 “And knew not... it was Je- 
sus” 

43 “. . ., supposing him to be the 
gardener” 

45 “Out of whom he... cast seven 


devils’ (Mark 16) | 
46 Exclamation of inquiry 
47 Electrified particle 


49 “The... at the head” 


51 “Heard that he was alive, and 
had been... of her’ (Mark 16) 


53 “First day of ... week” (Mark 
16) 


55 See 15 down. 
59 Organ of sight 


Deadline: October 27, 1958 


“TATE 

60 “And that he had spoken... 
things unto her’ 

61 ‘Woman, ... weepest thou?” 


CLEWS DOWN 


1 “And... Jesus standing” 

2 Ethiopia (abbr.) 

3 Exclamation 

4 A Benjamite (I Chron. 7) 

5 “I am not yet ascended to... 

Father.” 

6 “. . . she had thus said, she 

turned.” 

7 Evangelical Union (abbr.) 

8 Wield diligently 

9 “She... herself, and saith unto 
him, Rabboni.”’ 

11 Diminutive of Margaret 

14 Mohammedan priest 

15 and 55 across—‘‘Because they 


have... away my...” 
16 Grown boys 
19 Darling 
20 Cover 
21 Self 


22 Natives of Scotland 

23 Solemn affirmation, 0 ——— 

26 Otherwise 

29 Organs of smell _ 

30 Narrow cotton band, —a—— 

33 Diminutive of Edward 

34 “Now when JesuS was... 
early” (Mark 16) 

37 Mary was... When she came 
to the tomb. 

38 “Where the/body of Jesus had 


41 “I know not where... have 
laid him.” 

42 “But go... my brethren, and 
say” 


44 Digs with a hoe 

46 A compass point (abbr.) 

48 Indefinitely large, n—— 

50 Hebrew word for deity 

52 Same as 39 across 

54 “. . . appeared first to Mary 
Magdalene.” (Mark 16) 

56 Exclamation of pain 

57 Right hand (abbr.) 

58 Dysprosium (abbr.) 


PUZZLE NO. 42 


/ Z 


o 


7 8 9 


"G 


10 WL “ 


Vs 


13 /4 


¥Y, _ as 19 


2¢ J, 25 26 


SS 


Ue 


35 YY 36 


37 


a y, 3 0C«<C(AY 39 


=a Se _=— = 


44 VY 


Jf, 


Y 53 154 56 


55 


We 


59 J, 60 


Yy : 


Ys 


Mail to Puzzle Editor, Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, Illinois 
PRINT CLEARLY 


Name 


oe ee ee 6 Oe 8 BB 
Sewers eeeee sss 


| Address 


City 


Zone__.. State 


— pn pb ne Ye Pee ee ee eee eee ee ee ee eee a a a 


(Cut along dotted lines) 


Pree! 


with a correct entry for 
Puzzle Number 42 


The Twentieth- 
Century Home 


By Melvin A. Jones 


Divided into two main sections, 
“Parents” and ‘Children,’ this 
little booklet of eighty pages is 
literally. packed with sound, spirit- 
ual, scriptural advice on many 
phases of a happy Christian home. 

In the first section the ‘author 
discusses marriage, the marriage 
ceremony, the three types of 
homes — Christian (both saved), 
Half-Christian (one saved), and 
Non-Christian (neither saved), the 
need for godly, prayerful, joyful, 
exemplary mothers and fathers, 
and strong Bible teaching. 

The second section is even more 
valuable and deals with the early 
training of the child and what it 
includes: teaching (both formal 
and informal), worship (family de- 
votions and prayer), example, se- 
curity, discipline, and guidance in 
reading, education, and associates. 
Special emphasis is given to the 
need of winning the children to 
Christ and how it can be done. 
The book ends with a_ section 
about helping in the spiritual 
growth of a child. 

Get this book! 


THE RULES 


1, Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clews given. An- 
swers must be complete and cor- 


rect. 

2. PRINT (not write) your name 
and address in the blank below 
the puzzle. (Please include country 
in foreign addresses.) This coupon 
will serve as your address label 
for the envelope containing your 
prize. Mail to PUZZLE EDITOR, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, 
Illinois. If you do not wish to cut 
up your copy of the paper, you 
may print (not more than three 
inches wide) your name and ad- 
dress and the answers according 
to the clew numbers given on a 
separate sheet of paper. Entries 
will not be returned. 

3. In order for you to receive 
the book, The Twentieth-Century 
Home, your entry must be post- 
marked by midnight, October 27, 
1958. If your paper arrives after 
the deadline date, please place the 
date of arrival on the entry. The 
answer to Puzzle Number 42 will 
appear in the November 7 issue 
of THE SworD OF THE LORD. 


4, Each person having a cor- 


rect entry will receive a coupon 


America needs the strongest possi- 
ble emphasis. on the power of the 
Holy Spirit, on New Testament 
simplicity of preaching and wor- 
ship, and the emphasis on revival. 
Oh, how America needs a plain, 
strong voice, a voice that will 
speak so loudly that the indiffer- 
ent will hear, and so plainly that 
the ignorant and the young will be 
warned. THE SwWoRD OF THE LORD 
is that kind of a voice. 


One of the great liberal semi- 
naries in America, McCormick 
Seminary in Chicago, Presbyterian, 
wrote us some time ago asking if 
they could buy all the back issues 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD since 
the first issue. And they asked 
that if these issues were not all 
available for purchase, would they 
be allowed to photograph every 
page of every issue of THE SworpD 
OF THE LORD on microfilm at great 
expense, and keep it in their li- 
brary for their students. And the 
letter said that they regarded THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD as in some 
sense a mouthpiece for funda- 
mental Christianity in America, 
and a responsible medium which 
would show from week to week 
the progress of Bible-believing 
Christianity. So they felt that this 
magazine, with which they do not 
agree, was an essential to a thor- 
ough. education for a preacher, and 
they wanted a copy of every issue 
in their library. 


America needs some _§ strong 
standard, unwavering; some in- 
spiration for preachers, some bold 
defender of the faith, some fer- 
vent, heart-warming voice for soul 
winning. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
for many years has tried to be and 
to some degree has suceeeded in 
being that voice of God for fun- 
damental Christianity in America. 
We believe many will want to sup- 
port this work, will want to pay 
off long-term loans and help make 
THE SworpD financially and eco- 
nomically secure in this campaign 
for “Investment Evangelism.” 


4. But many surely will give to 
“Investment Evangelism” as a 
token of their trust in God. They 
will give because they are an- 
Swering the challenge of God’s 
Word which promises, “The lib- 
eral soul shall be made fat: and 
he that watereth shall be watered 
also himself.” Though they may 
find it some sacrifice, they will 
give in Jesus’ name, relying on 
Him to see that their gift is re- 
paid. The Lord said, “Give, and 
it shall be given unto you,” and 
they believe it. The Lord has prom- 
ised that as we sow, we will 
reap. The Lord has challenged and 
commanded us to bring the tithes 
and see if He will not open the 
windows of Heaven and pour us 
out more blessings than we can 
receive, 


And so, I ask you for the very 
highest possible motives to con- 
sider sending a generous gift to 
“Investment Evangelism.” Do you 
believe that it would please Christ 
and that He in loving faithfulness 
would repay you? Do you believe 
that ninety cents out of a dollar 
will go further with God’s bless- 
ing than the whole dollar without 


along with the weekly prize. Save 
these cowpons. They are important. 
At the end of the year those who 
have fifty coupons will receive a 
Scofield Bible. Those who have as 
mdany as thirty coupons will re- 
ceive a World Bible. Please re- 
member that the coupons you have 
are the only record of your cor- 
rect entries. It will be your re- 
sponsibility to keep the coupons. 
In addition, note that coupons may 
not be exchanged with one an- 
other. The winning of a Bible is 
on an individual and not a group 
basis. Please limit all correspond- 
ence to only necessary items, and 
always include your complete ad- 
dress. 
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God’s blessing? Do you _ believe 
that every gift given in Jesus’ 
name is seed sown that will bring 
a blessed harvest? I do believe 
that, and so with what great joy 
I give as liberally as I can to this 
cause. And I trust you will do the 
same, 


Celebrate! Victory Banquet 
November 1, One Month 
From Today! 


This is written on Wednesday,,. 
October 1. One month from today, 
God willing, on Saturday, Novem- 
ber 1, we will have a victory ban- 
quet at 6:00 p. m. in or near 
Wheaton, celebrating the triumphs. 
and blessings God has given us and. 
will have given us by that time 
in “Investment Evangelism.” 
That will be the real celebration 
of THE Sworp’s’ twent¥-fourth 
birthday. We hope that many 
friends will be able to come in for 
the banquet, buy a good meal for 


. themselves, take part in praises, 


hear a blessed and happy program 
as we give God the glory for the 
blessings we expect and we then 
will celebrate. 

THE SworpD actually began Sep- 
tember 28, 1934, but we felt we 
ought to take the month of Octo- 
ber particularly to round up the 
gifts of loving friends for this 


work and celebrate on November 


1. That will be Saturday night, 
and I will have to go from the 
banquet to take a’plane to get to 
Plymouth, Pennsylvania, where L 
will be preaching the next morning 
on the Lord’s Day, God willing. 

Those who wish to be with 
us plan to be with us in or near 
Wheaton at 6:00 p. m., November 


1, at some place soon to be select- | 


ed. 

What will this thirty days bring 
for THE SworD OF THE Lorpb? I 
trust that literally hundreds of 
Christians will send a love gift to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD in Jesus’ 
name, during this time. We have 
just had a fine letter and a gift 
of $240 from the contributing edi- 
tor, Evangelist Robert Sumner; 
$240—$10 for every year of bless- 
ing which THE SworD OF THE LorRD 
has brought! A number of others 


have sent gifts of $100. Many have . 


sent $24 or $50. I am trusting that 
at least six others will give $1,000 
each and match this unworthy edi- 
tor’s gift. With great joy today I 
have given the last $100 of the 
$1,000 that many months ago I 
began to save and plan for. 
Praise the Lord! What a joy it is 
to have a part in retiring some of 
these long-term loans, stopping in- 
terest payments, making ‘THE 
SWORD OF THE LorD secure for the 


Tuture and financially sound! 


Many can give only $1.00, $5.00, 
or $10.00 perhaps, All right, let 
each one give as God puts it on 
his heart. It is not what one gives 
so much as what one has left. God 
sees the heart. And whatever you 
give in Jesus’ name and by the 
leading of the Holy Spirit will be 
received with grateful thanks. 
There will be a receipt from this 
nonprofit Christian foundation, a 
receipt recognized by the Federal 
Government as representing a gift 
to a nonprofit Christian work, de- 
ductible from taxable income. And 


for all gifts of $24 and more, we. 


will send a large:8 x 10 inch cer- 
tificate, beautifully printed in 
brown and gold, certifying the 
amount of the gift, with the name 
beautifully lettered, and signed by 
this president of the Foundation. 
The certificate will be suitable for 
framing or for keeping under 
glass, 


One month, and then the adding 
machine will tell the tale. We can 
measure our friends, the friends 
of THE SWORD OF THE LorpD, the 
friends of a plain stand for the 
fundarfrentals of the faith, by the 
way they respond within these 
thirty days. We will devoutly 
thank God for everyone who helps, 
and we will pray God to reward 
each one in His boundless gen- 
erosity, as He has promised to do. 
And we invite all the friends of 
THE SworD OF THE LorD to “get 
fat.” Let your barren’ desert 
ground be watered with God's 
heavenly rain, for He promised, 


“There is that scattereth, and yet . 


increaseth; and there is that with-~ 
holdeth more than is meet, but it 
tendeth to poverty. The liberal 
soul shall be made fat: and he 
that watereth shall be watered al- 
so himself” (Prov. 11:24, 25). 

Address THE SworD OF THE 
Lorp, Box 420, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Please hurry your gifts. 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Eleven 


The Lion’s Den | 


(Continued from page 9) 


never swerved, He is now lifted 
to a higher post of dignity than 
he had ever been raised to before. 
He is prime minister of the great- 
est monarchy of the age; yet he 
refuses the idolatry of the heath- 
en, and maintains his allegiance 
to him who ruleth in the heavens. 
They can find no flaw in him, 
though the eyes of envy watch him 
from early morn to dewy eve. 


Oh, my brethren, it is a hard 
thing to serve God in high place’! 
Many a man did seem to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour when 
humbly earning his livelihood by 
the toil of his hands, and eating 
his bread in the sweat of his face: 
but afterwards when advanced to 
ease and opulence, he turned his 
back upon his friends, and forsook 
his Lord. 


Be very jealous of yourselves if 
you are rising in the world. Rich- 
es are deceitful. It is not easy to 
walk on a high rope. What la- 
mentable accidents have befallen 
those who have thus risked their 
lives! Let us be the more circum- 
spect when we are called to walk 
in high places. Popularity and 
fame, riches and honor, are among 
the sharpest trials of integrity that 
mortal man can pass. through. 
Daniel could endure them all with- 
out his head growing giddy, for he 
served his God continually. 


The Good Christian Does Not 
Compromise to Gain Friends 
Nor to Gain Better 
Opportunities 


Now note the effect of what 
Daniel did. It is comparatively 
easy to follow the Lord in bright 
days; but the sun of prosperity 
suddenly darkens, and the man of 
God is encompassed with perils. 
If he continues in his holy cause, 
he will forfeit the king’s favor and 
lose his life in the most dreadful 
manner. What will Daniel’s deter- 
mination be? Oh, the true grit 
is in him! He is a blade of the 
true Jerusalem manufacture, and 
is not to be broken. 


He will do just as he did be- 
fore. He opens his window, and 
in the same posture, down on his 
knees, he prays, as he did afore- 
time. Glory be unto the God of 
Daniel who made and who kept 
such a man with his head clear 


‘in the crisis, with his heart pure 


in the midst of persecution, and 
his feet steadfast to the end. 


Ah! dear friends; some of us 
little know what these pinches 
mean. There are_a few of you that 
do. You have endured torture with- 
out accepting deliverance. I have 
felt a holy pride in some of you 
when I have seen how you have 
borne trial. Witness the man who 
has a shop, which brings him in 
more profit on a Sunday than it 
does all the rest of the days of 
the week, and he says, “Come, 
it must be one thing or another; 
I cannot go to the Tabernacle 
and keep my shop open too; which 
shall it be?” His faith proves 
stronger than his fear. The shut- 
ters are closed on the first day of 
the week. His business goes; he 
loses everything; and yet he does 
not regret it. He parts with ill- 
gotten gain without a grudge, and 
goes back to hard manual labor. 
again with a moral satisfaction 
and a manifest ease of conscience 
that he never knew before. 


Dear souls, your pastor is proud 
of you. I feel that I can thank 
God and take courage, since the 
Gospel of Christ educates and 
brings up such men—such simple, 
honest servants of the living God; 
and when I have seen young men 
serving in a shop who, when asked 
to do something positively dishon- 
est, have at first mildly answered 
that they could not, and when told 
that they must either comply or 
retire, they have boldly said, 
“Then I will leave,” I have felt 
how highly honored I am of God 
to have such men in our ranks. 


My eminent predecessor, Dr. 
Gill, was told by a certain mem- 
ber of his congregation, who ought 
to have known better, that if he 
published his book, The Cause of 
God and Truth, he would lose) 
some of his best friends, and that’ 
his income would fall off; and 
the Doctor said, “I can afford to 


-be poor, but I cannot afford to’ 


injure my _ conscience.” : 
The Devil and the deceit of your 


own heart will readily. suggest that: 


you must look after your family. 


And some good Christian people 
mistake prudence for piety. I dare 
say, had Daniel gone to consult 
Mr. Prudent-Thrifty and ask his 
advice, he would have said, “Well, 
you see, it is a very important 
thing for us to have you at the 
head of affairs. I do not think 
you ought to throw away such an 
opportunity as you have of doing 
good. It is not absolutely neces- 
sary for you to pray for thirty 
days! Were it not better for you 
to trim a little, and yield a point 
or two? You do distinguished ser- 
vice to our cause, and by keeping 
your position you will be putting 
your foes to a non-plus. By com- 
promise’ ‘you will obtain conces- 
sions. Worldly wisdom is worth 
your study.” 


This the way that fools are 
beguiled, and in this way many 
Christians, alas! drift from their 
moorings. To plead the present 
distress is, for the most part, a 
mere pretence, “Let us do evil that 
good may come,” never was in the 
code of Old Testament or New 
Testament: truth. | 

I remember a notable instance 
some years ago of this fallacious 
reasoning. A reflection was cast 
on the career of a distinguished 
clergyman, who resigned his con- 
nection with the Established 
Church and, after much consider- 
ation, allied himself with the Bap- 
tists. “Did he gain credit,” it was 
asked, “or increase his congrega- 
tion by the change?” What of 
that?}The answer is easy. Let con- 
TT assert its supremacy; for 


Here, dear friends, I would re- 
mark that the only service to God 
which is real, genuine, remunera- 
tive, is this continual service that 
sticks at nothing. Any hungry dog 
will follow you in the streets if 
you do but entice him with a piece 
of meat, or a bit of biscuit. How 
closely he keeps to your heels! but 
after a while the bait is gone, and 
the dog retreats. That is like many 
a professor. There is some little 
pleasure in religion, or some ad- 
vantage, and so he follows Christ; 
but after a while there is an at- 
traction elsewhere, and the brute, 
impelled by greed rather than 
gratitude, pursues it. Of such a 
cur I would never make a pet. 
Thus do false professors forsake 
Christ, whom they never did really 
follow. But I have seen a man 
sometimes on horseback, splashing 
the mud about; and I have seen 
his dog keeping close at the horse’s 
heels—up hill and down dale— 
whether the road were smooth or 
rough, what matters it to the 
faithful hound? His’ master was 
before him, so on he went, That 
is the only kind of dog I would 
care to own; and I believe this is 
the only sort-of follower that our 
Lord Jesus Christ is willing to 
acknowledge. 


Oh, those time-servers who look 
one way and pull the other, like 
the wherry-men upon the stream! 
As-for the Lord Fair-Speech, Lord 
Time-Server, Mr. Smooth-Man, 
Mr. Anything, Mr. Facing-both- 
Ways, Mr. Two-Tongues, and all 
the members of their club, Mr. 


J ' God Knows 


the Answer 


I question not God’s means or ways, 
Or how He uses time or days, 

‘To answer every call or prayer, 

I know He will, somehow, somewhere. 


I question not the time or place 


When | shall feel His love and grace; 
I only know that I believe, 
And richest blessings shall receive. 


I cannot doubt that He'll attend 
My every call, and that He'll send 
A ministering angel fair, 

In answer to my faithful prayer. 


—I, B. WHITNEY 


circumstances do not weigh a 
feather in the scale. Long de- 
parted from among us, we may 
still speak of him as the Hon, and 
Rev. Baptist Noel; and he was 
right and righteous in his decision, 
as one who feared the Lord in 
the face of any loss. 


If by stopping where he thought 
he ought not to stop, or by con- 
forming to what he believed to 
be a corrupt corporation, he could 
have saved multitudes of souls, the 
good done to others would not 
have extenuated the guilt in- 
curred by himself. You and I have 
nothing at all to do with conse- 
quences. Be it ours to hearken 
to the voice of the Lord, and obey 
His high behests. When God 
prompts our conscience to a course 
of action, the slightest demur 
will recoil with a sense of guilt 
intolerable. Fiat justitia, ruat coe- 
lum is an old adage. Though the 
heavens should fall by our doing 
right, we are not to sin in order 
to keep them up. 

At the call of duty, never parley 
with danger. Should everything 
seem to go amiss with us after 
we have done the right: thing, 
there is no cause for regret. Re- 
member that our conduct is the 
maker of our character. 


Though dark be the way, 
Since He is my guide, 
Tis mine to obey, 
Tis His to provide. 


Though cisterns be broken, 
And creatures all fail, 

The word He has spoken 
Shall surely prevail 


Ye men of faith, hoist your col- 
ors! Leave to your God the pro-' 
viding: stick ye to the obeying. 
Learn your duty, and do it brave- 
ly. Through floods and through) 
flames, if Jesus leads, follow on,, 
never dubious that your welfare 
is assured. That all-absorbing zeal 
which is deaf to remonstrance, and 
urges ever its onward march, cry-' 
ing, “Hinder me not,” makes light 
of the cross a man has to carry) 
in prospect of the crown of glory 
awaiting him at the end of his: 


brief life’s campaign. 


By-Ends included, the entire com- 
pany of them will be swept away 
when the Judge comes with the 
besom of destruction. 


I know you feel the force of this, 
How you loathe a friend who will 
not stick to you in dark times! 
Do you remember that compan- 
ion of yours who used to call in 
of an evening and sit and chat 
with you? What a dear fellow he 
seemed! You always thought he 
was a Sincere friend; you liked 
him much, and you confided in his 
judgment as you often took coun- 
sel together. 

And all went well till one day, 
When the dark clouds began to 
gather over your head. It made 
a serious change in your circum- 
stances, What was it? A severe 
loss in business, or perhaps a 
bankruptcy. Now you cannot keep 
such a well-spread table, or wear 
so good a hat as you used to 
do; there is not so much nap on 
your Sunday coat, You look rather 
less thriving than in days of yore. 
Pray tell me what has become of 
your friend? Ah! never mind, let 
him stop where he is, for you have 
not. suffered much loss by getting 
rid of him. He was never worth 
knowing before, but you have 
found out. his worthlessness now; 
and I advise you to have nothing 
more to do with him. 

Do you not despise the character 
of such a man? Do you not feel 
in your heart, “Well, I can for- 
give him, but I will have nothing 
more to do with such a selfish 
fellow”? This is but a picture of 
yourselves if you try to follow 
Jesus Christ only when you are 
in the society of His people, and 
as easily lend yourselves to sing a 
frivolous or lewd song when you 
are with the ungodly. What is 
that man’s profession worth who 
lets his tongue run loose with flip- 
pant speech and vain conversation 
when he gets into the company of 
such friends as are known to be 
sons of Belial? 

Oh, to have a few Daniels who 


will serve the Lord continually! 


The only way to build up a char- 
acter which will be proof against 
the. temptations of the age and 
of your own immediate surround-. 


ings is to commit your cause to 
God, as Daniel did. Be much in 
prayer, Prayer keeps the Chris- 
tian steadfast. You may make a 
loud profession, but it will not 
last without prayer. Amidst work 
and worry, heavy responsibilities 
and incessant anxiety, you had 
need often renew the confession of 
sin and weakness on your bended 
knees, 


Then, again, you must have a 
lively faith in the living and true 
God, as the prophet had; for this 
only can sustain you in such a 
warfare. Is your faith genuine, 
of the right metal? Spurious faith 
soon loses its edge. The Christian 


is in hard straits if he finds that, | 


away. He cleansed me with His 
precious blood; He covered me 
with His perfect righteousness; He 
wrapped me up in His own vir- 
tues, 

He has promised to keep me, 
while I abide in this world, from 
its temptations and snares; and 
when I depart from this world, 
He has already prepared for me 
a mansion in the Heaven of un- 
fading bliss, and a crown of ever- 
lasting joy that shall never, never 
fade away. 

To me, then, the days or years 
of my mortal sojourn on this earth 
are of little moment. Nor is the 
manner of my decease of much 
consequence, Should foemen sent- 


when most he needs courage and|ence me to martyrdom, or physi- 
comfort, all his strength and joy|cians declare that I must soon 


have departed. Prove your faith | 


in the petty skirmishes of the 
passing hour, if you would have 


it endure the perilous conflicts a 


an evil day. 


Have you got a religion .that 
did not begin with rigorous self- 


denial? Get rid of it. If you have! 


religion that suits your constitu- 
tional fondness for ceremonies, 
your aesthetic taste for culture, 
your habitual passion for music, 
or the like, beware of it, eschew 
it. The root of all real religion is 
simple faith in the Lord Jesus. 
Away with every counterfeit. That 
faith which lives on Jesus only, 
rests on Jesus solely, builds on 
Jesus wholly, and shows itself in 
earnest prayer, will give you a 
consistency and decision of char- 
acter that will make you like 
Daniel all your days. 

There I leave this first point. 
The next turns up in due course. 


Is Our God Worthy of Serving 
at Risk of Death or Worse? 


Who was this God whom Daniel 
served? Daniel’s God—is He wor- 
thy of our worship? Poor Daniel, 
facing the forfeit of his lfe— 
thrown into a lions’ den for his 
fidelity to the faith of his fathers. 
Is the game worth the candle? 


I ask the question in all earn- 
estness, because I feel positively 
sure that multitudes of men have 
a religion that in their own judg- 
ment is hardly worth debating 
about, far less dying for. To my 
apprehension, it must have been 
a sorry spectacle to watch a papist 
going to the stake or the scaffold 
—as many have gone—for the 
maintenance of a fiction or a 
falsehood. 


And I should be surprised to see 
an agnostic lay down his life for 
the defence of nothing; though of 
this I can remember no instance. 
I suppose that in the natural or- 
der of things nonconformity must 
sometimes take a negative form. 
Still, the heroes of chivalry and 
the martyrs of the church were 
never recruited from any society 
of cosmopolitans, who own no 
country as their own, nor from 
any clique of freethinkers who ac- 
knowledge no doctrine or dogma 
as the peculiar heritage of Chris- 
tians, 

But what shall we say of the 
living and true God whom Daniel 
delighted to honor? Is He worth 
living for, worth serving, worth 
dying for? Doubtless, the proph- 
et’s devotion grew stronger with 
the proof he made of the Lord’s 
goodness and greatness. With 
childlike faith he clung at first 
to simple precepts that he would 
not transgress. The revelations he 
afterwards received seem like re- 
wards for his unfaltering integrity. 
In his direst emergencies God 
manifestly delivered him. He had 
no other longing for life than 
communion with the Lord of all 
the earth. From the Christian 
point of view, he was “a man 
greatly beloved’; to the outside 
heathen aspect, he was “a servant 
of the living God.” 

But let us repeat the question, 
that we may have the pleasure 
of answering it for ourselves, Is 
the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ worthy of our love 
and our life? | 

Words are wanting to tell the 
gratitude and joy that we cherish 
towards God, who is rich in mer- 
cy, for His great love wherewith 
He loved us even when we were 
dead in sins. By faith I understand 
that the blessed Son of God re- 
deemed my soul with His own 
heart’s blood; and by sweet ex- 
perience I know that He raised 
me up from the pit of dark de- 


spair and set my feet on the rock. 


He died for me. Ah, this is the 
root of every satisfaction I have! 


He put all my transgressions 


depart this life, it is all alike: 


“A few more rolling suns at most, 
Shall land me on fair Canaan's coast.” 


What more can I wish than that 
while my brief term on earth shal 
last I should be the servant of 
Him who became the servant of 
servants for me? 

You, dear friends, must be the 
best judges of your own religion, 
whether or not it be worth suffer- 
ing for. If it is not full of im- 
mortality, I would not advise you 
to risk your reputation on retain- 
ing it. If it is only a fair profes- 
sion, you may well blush for it 
as a foul delusion. The fleeting . 
fashion of the time has its market 
value; but sterling truth is a com- 
modity that never fluctuates, 

Have you found Him of whom 
Moses in the law and the prophets 
did write, Jesus of Nazareth? 
Your religion is genuine if Christ 
Himself be the all in all of it. Is 
He your own dear Saviour? Then 
you have pardon and peace, hap- 
piness in this present time, and 
Heaven in prospect. Happier lot no 
heart can wish for. 

The Apostle Paul tells us of 
three full assurances—the full as- 
surance of understanding, the full 
assurance of faith, and the full 
assurance of hope. Add them to- 
gether and then, by your leave, I 
would ask you to tell me what 
views of immortality break on 
your vision as you realize this 
triple assurance. With me it comes 
to this: if need be, let me live like 
a pauper and die like a felon, Our 
God is able to deliver us from 
every ill we dread, and He will de- 
liver us; and if not, if not—what 
then? We are counted worthy to 
suffer for His sake. Forthwith we 
are canonized. Into a goodly fel- 
lowship we enter. With the noble 
army of martyrs we are numbered. 
Seeing we have such a God and 
Father, such a blessed Mediator 
who has ascended in our nature 
into Heaven, and such a Spirit of 
consolation in the chamber of our 
own hearts, with an eternal re- 
ward in reversion—to serve the 
Lord and to serve Him continual- 
ly must obviously be our supreme 
interest. 


Is Daniel’s God Able to Deliver 
From the Lions? 


Then there comes a great ques- 
tion. Daniel’s deliverance may ex~- 
cite in our minds the inquiry—Is 
our God able to deliver us from 
the lions? 

My dear friends, you who are 
suffering just now for the cross 
of Christ, you who know what it 
is to be losers for Jesus, to stand 
out and to endure pains and pen- 
alties as Daniel did—you are well 
aware that the lions are fierce 
and furious creatures. They are 
not stuffed animals, having the 
name without the nature of those 
beasts of prey. So the sufferings 
of a Christian are severe in deed 
and truth; not merely sentimental. 
Those lions had not their teeth 
knocked out; they were not trans- 
formed into lambs; they could 
have devoured Daniel if they had 
been permitted to do so. It were 
mere folly to talk of your trou- 
bles as trifles. They might have 
been enough to drive you back 
into the world and reduce you to 
sheer despair. Full often your 
steps have well nigh slipped. The 
lions have jaw-teeth, and they 
would devour you, only divine 
grace has found a means of de- 
livering you out of their mouths. 

As I have stood sometimes by 
the seashore and watched the 
mighty waves that rolled in, I ob- 
served how the breakwaters di- 
minished their force. Then a 
thought has crossed my mind: Is it 
not thus that sympathy offers us 
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an effectual solace when the tide 
of sorrow rises high? All along 
the strand of life God has provid- 
ed these breakwaters as_ kindly 
helps to shield us from those en- 
croachments of the proud waters 
that threaten to drown our 
dwellings. Such comfort lightens 
calamity. 

I ask the man who has given 
up a profitable appointment be- 
cause he would not play ‘foul with 
his convictions, whether, on short- 
er commons, he has not found the 
sweeter luxury of contentment? 
I ask him whether he has not 
enjoyed, on a harder pillow, more 
refreshing sleep? I appeal to you, 
one and all, if a sense of rectitude 
has not invariably a soothing ef- 
fect and a gentle stimulous? Il 
know, brethren, that those of you 
who have passed through such 
trials will bear me witness that 
there is a soft, sustaining influ- 
ence vouchsafed to you while you 
are cast, as it were, into the lions’ 
den. 

I will ask you who have grown 
old whether God did not bring you 
forth in safety? Some of you are 
suffering the ordeal now; but I 
will ask others who have got far- 
ther on, whether they have not been 
rescued after much peril without 
any harm? In most cases that 
have come under my notice, when 
any one has ventured loss for 
Christ, he has presently reaped 
some substantial advantage and 
his loss has, in the issue, proved 
to be his gain. Many a man in 
this manner has. proved God's 
providence. For an honest scruple 
he has been put out of a position 
that supplied him’ with a scant 
livelihood, Contentment, with a 
bare pittance, was his only out- 
look. Loosed from his moorings, 
he feared lest he should be lost. 
Yet he afterwards traced back his 
enlarged prosperity to this very 
date. God who is rich in mercy 
has soon found for that man a 
far better position than he could 
have held had it not been for 
his forfeiting the other. 


in a household. Husband and wife 
are for His sake in hostility. Moth- 
er and daughter cannot manage to 
agree, Taunt and jibe are ill to 
bear with equanimity. 

Mayhap it touches men in their 
trade. Goes it not hard with the 
bread-winner when _§ faithfulness 
takes away his bread and cheese? 
My sympathy, however sincere, is 
of small account; would to God 
I could inspire you with more 
fortitude! Let me challenge you to 
quit yourselves like men, Let me 
exhort you to play the Daniel. Say 
now, Is thy God, the living God, 
able to deliver thee out of the 
den of lions? I hope you will be 
able cheerfully to respond, “I be- 
lieve He can, I believe He will: 
and if not, though I abide in the 
den till I die, I will rest quietly 
there with the angel of His pres- 
ence as my guard; for I know He 
will bring me, When I have suf- 
fered a while, to glory everlast- 
ing.” 

“Is thy God, whom thou servest 
continually, able to deliver thee 
from the lions?” Let me put this 
question in one or two lights, and 
thus draw our reflections to a 
close. Leaning over like that Per- 
sian king, I look down into a great- 
er den of lions than he ever de- 
seried. It is dark. The stench is 
foul, and ‘midst the dim shadows 
I discern struggling forms.-and 
figures; tormentors whose faces 
are hidden, stretching women up- 
on racks and torturing men with 
switch and knout, and yonder a 
spot where, on hundreds of stakes, 
martyrs have burned quick to the 
death. In the far distance a wild 
horse and a human victim tied 
to his heels to be dragged to death. 

Strange and horrible spectacle 
that out yonder!—a long proces- 
sion of men who were scourged, 
who were stoned, who were be- 
headed, who were sawn asunder; 
Saintly men were they, of whom 
the world. was not worthy. Lean- 
ing over the mouth of this great 
lions’ den, I ask the persecuted 
saints of all ages, Has your God 
been able to deliver you? And with 
a cheerful shout, loud as the voice 
of Jubilee, they cry, ‘In all these 
things we are more than conquer- 
ors through him that loved us.”’ 


And even if thy deliverance be 


not thus speedy and sudden, if, | 
like David, thou shouldest — say, 
“My soul.is. among lions; I lie 


among them that are set on fire, 
even the sons of men, whose teeth 
are spears, and their tongue a 
sharp sword”: yet shalt thou sing’ 
like David: ‘““My heart is fixed, O | 
God, my heart is fixed: I will sing! 
and give praise,”’ 

But oh, should we dwell among 
lions till we die, what joy shall | 
it be to leave the lions and be | 
linked with saints and holy an-| 


gels in the beatific hereafter! And | 


be it so, that the highest reward 
is bestowed on the higher service, 
and that brighter crowns encir- 
cle their brows who have suffered 
most bitterly and most bravely; 
what fellowship shall they enjoy 
with Christ in His glory! 


Why you and I have but few 
and slender opportunities in this 
soft and silken age of showing our 
love to our Lord by the surrender 
of liberty and life for His sake. 


There are no stocks or racks, no | 
stakes or gibbets, for martyrs now. | 


To change the picture: I look 
down upon another lions’ den, It 
still is dark, but not so dreary. 
Night reigns in sacred shade and 
solitude. The stars are hid; but 
tapers burn in chambers dimly lit 
with rayless gloom. There sons 
and daughters of sorrow are tossed 
and tumbled on beds of sickness. 
Thus they have lain for months, 
perhaps for years, all hope of 
health extinguished, all prospect 
of pleasure passed; their limbs 
paralyzed, their sight failing, their 
hearing dull; calamities of every 
kind have befallen them. God has 
permitted the great lions of af- 
fliction to come howling round and 
to tear away all their comforts 
and their joys, till they are left 


‘without any of that cheerful fel- 


lowship with nature which seasons 


‘mortal life with sweetest relish. 


Some of you are robust in 
health. Your head never throbs; 


‘your heart never aches; you are 
hardly conscious that you have any 
/nerves. Small account ye take of 
| the secret, silent, saintly heroism 


of sufferers whose pilgrimage on 
earth is blighted with pain. Oft 


These are smooth and slippery |have I been their companion in 


times. Yet we can work with a | 
will, if we be so inclined, with the | and afflicted children of God. Tell 
self-sacrifice of | me, ye Daniels, has your God been 


able to deliver you out of the 


self-denial and 
missionaries. Yes, for the love of 


tribulation, I appeal to those tried 


Jesus we can dare to die under a| mouths of the lions? And I hear 


cloud with no hope of being can-' 


onized. Faith and patience are 
martial virtues, which“it may be 


each one say, “Bless the Lord, O 
my soul!” and all in chorus join, 
saying, “Not one good thing hath 


quite within our province to il-| failed of all that the Lord God 


lustrate in humble rather than 
heroic fashion, 

You may wonder why we keep 
on in this strain. I am aiming at 
instances much more common than 
some of you may imagine. There 
are many worshipers’ gathered 
within these walls whose constant 
attendance at what is sneeringly 
called a Conventicle exposes them 
to no reproach, and in some in- 
stances would rather win them a 
measure of esteem. Others to my 
knowledge there are who can nev- 
er enjoy the privileges of the 
Lord’s people without encounter- 
“jing grievous provocation and bit- 
ter malice. 

In a congregation of this mag- 
nitude the confidential words spo- 
ken to the pastor by the solitary 
ones would startle full often those 
who sit in their family pews. The 
confession of Christ causes division 


‘hath promised; 


our shoes have 

been iron and brass, and as our 

days so has our strength been.” 
Thus we find ever— 


“Religion’s force divine is but displayed 


In deep desertion of all human aid; 

To succor in extremes is her delight, 

And cheer the heart when terror strikes 
the sight. 

We, disbelieving our own senses, gaze, 

And wonder what a mortal’s heart can raise 

To triumph in misfortune, smile at grief, 

And comfort those who came to give relief. 

We gaze, and as we gaze, wealth, fame, 
decay, 

And all the world’s vain glories die away. 


Shall I strain my parable too 
far if I turn my eye upon anoth- 


er lions’ den? It lies in a deep val- 


ley. The night hangs heavy. The 
beasts of prey are diseases that 


oom RN le epee — ree oe citaaan haa nate ~o 


skill and shrewdness, time and | 


talent, have striven in vain to 
tame. Like lions, strangely dis- 
similar in outward fashion but 
strongly resembling one another 
in instinct, they pounce on their 
victims and seal their doom. We 
call this place the valley of the 
shadow of death. Methinks I am 
gazing now on the forms of shiv- 
ering men and women as they are 
dragged down by the lions. One 
after another my familiar friends 
descend into the grave, which is 
the great devourer. I ask them in 
the hour of their departure, “Is 
thy God.whom thou servest con- 
tinually, able to deliver thee from 
the lions?” Calm is their counten- 
ance and clear their voice as each 
one chants his solo, “O death, 
Where is thy sting? O grave, 
where is thy victory? Thanks be 
unto God which giveth us the vic- 
tory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ!”” So, at length, this lions’ 
den loses all its terror. 

Then I look into another den; 
it is almost empty. There is a lion 
in it—a grim old lion, but I do 
not see so much as a bone to tell 
the tale of its victims, No trace 
of its ravages is left behind. On 
this soil there once were count- 
less thousands of the slain: it is 
empty now. 

Of a sudden I look upwards and 
lo! myriads-of immortal souls, and 
they all tell me, “Our God deliv- 
ered us from the grave and rifled 
the tomb of its prey. By a glorious 
resurrection He has brought all 
His ransomed people forth to meet 
their Lord at the great day of His 
appearing. There shall they stand 
before the throne of God, for He 
hath broken the teeth of the lion 
and rescued all His children from 
the power of the adversary.” Thus, 
the God whom we serve is able, 
in the day of judgment and at the 
hour.of resurrection to deliver all 
His children out of the lions’ dens. 


But, dear friends, there are some 
here who have never suffered any- 
thing for Christ’s sake: in fact, 
they have made up their minds 
that they never will. We are not 
such fools, say they. Ah, ye little 
wot what fools ye are who count 
it a pleasure to sin, and a gain to 
rebel against the God of heaven 
and earth. There is a surprise in 
store for you. Into the lions’ den 
you will be cast. And alas! alas! 
you have no God to call upon, no 
God to deliver you. Beware, ye 
that forget God, lest he tear you 
in piecés 


Many Have No Deliverer 
From Lions of Sin and 
Passion 


The tale is not fully told until 
the den of lions is portrayed un- 
der a fresh aspect. Read, I pray 
you, the twenty-fourth verse of 
this chapter for yourselves: 


“And the king commanded, and 
they brought those men which had 
accused Daniel, and they cast 
them wmto the den of lions, them, 
their children, and their wives; 
and the lions had the mastery of 
them, and brake all their. bones 
im pieces or ever they came at the 
bottom of the den.” 

Hearken to this, ye time-savers, 
and tremble. The lions had the 
mastery; that is awful. Over whom 
had they the mastery? Over whole 
families: “the men, their children, 
and their wives’; that is more aw- 
ful still. When did this happen? 
Ah! here is a fresh feature of the 
agony. It was “or ever’ (that 
means before) ‘‘they came at the 
bottom of the den.” 


And why such terrible slaughter, 
from which none escaped? Do not 


‘tell me it was because the lions 


were ferocious, for they always 
are. But let me tell you, it was 
because they had no God -to de- 
liver them, no angel of God com- 
missioned to shut. the lions’ 
mouths, that they should not hurt, 


|I recount a fact, a veritable fact 


of history. 


Does the skeptic meet you with 
a sneer and tell you this is merely 
a fable? Then I would hold up 
the fable before his eyes and show 
him that it contains ten thousand 
facts in one. The lions—what are 
they? Animal passions, sensual ap- 
petites, wanton lusts! Ay, yes; and 
they prey on their victims in piti- 
less fury. I am looking down just 
now into the den with ghastly ter- 
ror. Whole households are there 
— fathers, mothers, sons. and 
daughters. The withered frame, 
the ruined mind, the hopeless sigh 
—these all convince me that their 


bones are broken or ever they 


reach the bottom of the den. The. 
lions have the mastery of them. 
Oh, dear friends, how perilous 
the outlook of those who have no 
principle! For such, the chivalry 
of -faith has no charm. Absorbed 
in the luxury of self-indulgence, 
the nobler powers and faculties of 
the human soul are not and can- 
not be brought into play. The love 
of God has never roused them to 
a holy enthusiasm. The law of God 
has never regulated their lives. 
Those thrilling tales of sacred his- 
tory, handed down from sire to 
son, generation after generation, 
have failed to fire their blood. In 
vain for them seers of yore be- 
queathed treasuries of psalms and 
songs which have awakened, as it 
were, fresh inspirations from age 
to age, supplying us with glees 
of gladness and solacing us with 


plaintive symphonies for all the 


checkered scenes and sensations of 
mortal life, 


Let me see: I wonder if I am 
talking straight to.you and touch- 
ing your .conscience. Which are 
the marked passages in your Bi- 
ble that tell of precepts that re- 
strained you in the day of tempta- 
tion, of promises that cheered you 


when black clouds lowered over-T 


head, or of visions of God that en- 
couraged you when your soul was 
faint? Be sure of this: The harp 
of Judah and the timbrels of her 
minstrels will wake no echoes in 
your hearts while the sackbuts 
and dulcimers of this doomed 
Babylon in which you dwell en- 
chant your ears with some lively 
ditty or mayhap with some lasciv- 
ious ballad. 


Shame on those of you who heed 
not, though ye have so often heard 
with your ears, and your fathers 
have told you what work God did 
in their days in the times of old! 
Sorrow awaits you—such sorrow 
as baffles my force of language to 
describe—who are fascinated by 
fleeting vanities and reck noth- 
ing of those eternal verities which 
patriarch and prophets inherited 
and bequeathed as an entail to 
their posterity. 

The oracles of God! 
they seem to me! 


How true 
How trifling 


they appear to some of you! We; 


like to troop our colors. There 
is some fight in us, as there was 
in our forefathers. “Dare to be a 
Daniel” means, to our apprehen- 
sion—resolve to eat pulse and 
drink water from the mountain 
spring in your young days, rather 
than defile yourself with the king’s 
meat “or his wine. Then, by de- 
grees, in your riper years, you will 
get courage enough to go down 
into the lions’ den, rather than 
defy conscience. 


Such a character as Daniel’s 
had much need of time to mature 
it. Like a well-grown oak tree, 
its roots spread far beneath the 
soil while its branches tower up 
towards the skies, It is not as the 
gourd, which comes up’ in a night 
and perishes in a night. To some 
of you, I doubt not, martyrdom 
would seem’a species of madness; 
though in very truth it is the 
noblest type of manhood, and Dan- 
iel could face its terrors without 
fear, The fact is, thoroughness of 
mind and steadfastness of purpose 
distinguished him all his days. His 
heroism never surprises us, as if 
it were the accident of an hour; 
we rather look upon it as the con- 
sistency of a life. Daniel’s faith 
was the main feature of his en- 
tire career. 


We must give Darius credit for 
no little shrewd discernment in 
this matter. Whatever esteem he 
had for his prime minister, he 
lavished no compliments on him. 
To Daniel’s God he offered the 
tribute of his esteem. What a live- 
ly sense of the living God, to 
whom Daniel’s life was one de- 
voted service, did that heathen 
monarch entertain! It is “thy 
God, Daniel,’—‘“thy God whom 
thou servest continually.” And he 
repeats the same words on differ- 
ent occasions: full proof of the 
impression that had been produced 
on his mind. Then the decree 
which he sent out through all 
provinces of his dominion, “that 
men tremble and fear before the 
God of Daniel,” reads to us like 
a prophecy of the age to come. 


How the subjects of Darius 
treated his decree I cannot tell 
you. Let that pass. With your- 
selves I am concerned just now. 
The proclamation of the living 
God, of the loving Redeemer, is 
sounded in your ears and set be- 


fore your eyes, with clearer light, 
with stronger evidence, with sweet- 
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er persuasiveness than those res- 
idents in remote provinces ever 
knew. With what result? Will not 
the terrors of the Lord alarm you? 
Will not His longsuffering amaze 
you? Will not His lovingkindness 
allure you? Will not the grace otf 
God which bringeth salvation at- 
tract you? What more can I say 
in full view of that lions’ den 
into which every child of woman 
born is cast, with or without a 
deliverer? 


> gag 


Religion is the true philosophy! 

Faith is the last great link ‘twixt God and 
man; 

There is more wisdom in a whispered prayer 

Than in the ancient lore of all the schools: 


wa 'Y 


The soul upon its knees holds God by the 
hand; 

Worship is wisdom, as it is in Heaven; 

| do believe! Help thou my unbelief, 

Is the last great utterance of the soul.” 


To that great utterance of sim- 
ple faith the Lord enable you now 
to give sincere expression. So shall 
you be partakers of His great sal- 
vation and to God shall be all the 
glory. Amen. 


—The End— 
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